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   WELCOME & OVERVIEW

 OUR VALUES



Promote the sport effectively to 
create a high level of engagement 

both on and off the court

Offer the best programs and events which improve 
the overall experience of our participants

  Inclusivity

Create pathways for every player, coach and official to 
achieve excellence according to their desires and abilities

Provide a stable and viable association through effective 
business practices and sound financial management

Participation
Profile

Sustainability
Pathways

OUR MISSION: To lead, grow and promote volleyball across Victoria

   WELCOME & OVERVIEW

Commitment

Integrity

Pride

Respect
 OUR VALUES

OUR VISION: For volleyball to be a high profile sport in Victoria 
and recognised as the leading volleyball state in Australia

OUR PURPOSE: 
1) To create a framework for clubs, athletes, coaches, 
 officials and volunteers to contribute and grow
2) To create pathways for participation and excellence in volleyball 
3) Showcase the health, lifestyle and social benefits of volleyball
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President’s Report 
Senator the Hon Stephen Conroy

“… a personal highlight, playing host to the Volleyroos’ victory, knowing the
VV Office had been integral in the delivery of the event.”

Volleyball Victoria Inc (VV) is now 12 months into 
the 2015-2017 Strategic Plan and I’m very happy to 
report direct progress on the four pillars contained 
within the Plan, including:

1. Participation

a.  An increase in programs delivered in 
partnership with Affiliates, such as in the 
Sporting Schools initiative

b. An increase in school engagement, with 
entries in One Day (25%) and Three Day 
Schools Cups (20%) both enjoying significant 
growth

c. An increase in participation, and 
subsequently membership, with VV recording 
in excess of 4,000 individual members in 2015

2. Pathways

a. Improved outcomes for VV State Teams at 
AJVC following intensive lobbying

b. An increase in the number of accredited 
officials, both coaches and referees

3. Profile

a. An increase in stakeholder engagement, 
exemplified by the State League review

4. Sustainability

a. Board use of co-opt powers, supplementing 
the existing skillset

b. A heightened focus on the balance between 
sustainability, profitability, and the needs of 
our participant base

The Board was able to withdraw significantly in 
the operational aspects of the Office with the 
appointment of Geoff Rietschel as General Manager 
in March. This was an important appointment 
allowing the Directors to focus on the governance 
duties that are our primary concern. Geoff joined us 
from Softball Australia, and previously Gymnastics 
Australia, where he had developed a strong member-
first philosophy and a sound understanding of 
developing a value proposition. An increase by 
the Office in stakeholder engagement has been a 
noticeable consequence in 2015.

Volleyroos in Melbourne

International volleyball returned to Melbourne 
with the Men’s Volleyroos playing host to Serbia in 
the 2015 World League.  This provided a personal 
highlight, playing host to the Volleyroos’ victory, 
knowing the VV Office had been integral in the 
delivery of the event. During the peak of State 
League, between our two key school events, the 
Office found the time and energy to support and 
promote the delivery of the biggest matches seen in 
Melbourne in over five years.

In November, the Board extended congratulations 
to the Office, and in particular to Ash Camac, Events 
& Competitions Coordinator, on the recognition of 
the Volleyball Victoria Three Day Schools Cup as the 
Outstanding Volleyball Event – National by Volleyball 
Australia. The event grew again in 2015 to record 
entries and was a huge success.

Australian Volleyball League

Victoria was again strongly represented in the 
Australian Volleyball League by University Blues 
and the Victorian Volleyball Academy in both 
men’s and women’s competitions. Finals were 
held in Melbourne with the Victorian Volleyball 
Academy women’s team securing bronze, but it 
was University Blues’ women once again who stole 
the headlines with another come from behind win 
against UTSSU, 3-2, claiming their third title in three 
years. It is affirmation of the Uni Blues program to 
have demonstrated such dominance over the past 
three years and entered this final series as fierce 
favourites. 

Continued
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Strategic planning & Board ideation

In November, the Board and Office staff undertook an 
ideation session at the Bourke Street Offices of Deloitte, 
made possible through the considerable support of 
Grant Hyde and Deloitte. Grant and Elizabeth Tupper, 
co-opted Directors, facilitated the session which 
sought to identify the key drivers for priority strategies 
within the 2015-17 Strategic Plan and to ensure 
that the resourcing existed for VV to undertake the 
commitments articulated in the Strategic Plan.

The session specifically reflected on, and confirmed 
the existing Plan; identified what a vision of success 
would look like; assessed the current state; developed 
a roadmap for achievement and investment priorities; 
and considered the financial implications for the 
priorities, including a review of levers to generate cash 
flow to enable investment in them.

Outcomes from the session are being integrated into 
the annual operational plans and will be reflected in the 
work of the Office and the focus of the Board for the 
coming 12 months. I thank Grant and Elizabeth for their 
work in ensuring the success of this initiative.

In concluding, I would like to thank our government 
partners in Sport & Recreation Victoria for their 
continued support and our limited, but highly 
valued commercial partners, who recognise the 
contribution we make to their endeavours. We look 
forward to growing their numbers for the benefit of all 
stakeholders.

I would also like to once again thank the Office: Lina, 
Heidi, Rebecca, and Ash, and to part-timers Darcy 
and Emmeline for their contributions. In particular, 
I would like to thank Lina for her time in the role of 
General Manager and the support she provided the 
Board during this time. I commend new General 
Manager, Geoff Rietschel, on his first year; bringing a 
calming demeanour, preserving the very positive team 
environment, and following through on his consultative 
methodology promised to us during his recruitment.

Finally, I wish to thank my fellow Directors for all their 
hard work and support. The Board looks forward to 
continuing to grow the sport of volleyball in the future.

Senator the Honourable Stephen Conroy 
President

President’s Report (cont.)
Senator the Hon Stephen Conroy
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In late March I was privileged to accept an offer 
from the Board to assume the role of General 
Manager. In what I saw as a very positive sign, the 
Office had continued productively during the first 
quarter of 2015 through the support of the Board, the 
efforts of Lina Zappia acting in the role of General 
Manager, and the commitment of all staff to both the 
organisation and the sport.

The Strategic Plan, significantly advanced by the 
previous General Manager, Mariela Pena, is a guiding 
document articulating the Board’s commitments 
to the membership and broader stakeholder 
community. This document was made central to 
our work in 2015, and as our President has stated, 
considerable outcomes have already been achieved.

VV has enjoyed an increase in participation, 
including in our major events such as the One Day 
and Three Day Schools Cups, Vic Mornington Open, 
and State League (formerly Victorian Volleyball 
League).  In addition, membership continues to 
grow and in 2015 we reported over 4,000 individual 
members.

In November we attended the Volleyball Australia 
AGM weekend and undertook a significant effort 
to see the opportunity for additional teams to 
be reinstated in the Australian Junior Volleyball 
Championships (AJVC). The Board recognised the 
requests of regional affiliates who identified the 
detrimental impact at local level of the  reduction 
in team entries, impacting both the pathway for, 
and retention of, talented athletes..  Through these 
efforts, VV has a much broader scope to enter teams 
in the 2016 AJVC and will continue to liaise with 
affiliates to determine the best composition of these 
entries.

Unfortunately, significant investment in the sport 
was lost when our submission to VicHealth was 
unsupported, coming at a cost of $100,000 per year.  
The implications of this decision can be seen in the 
2015 financial outcome. Whilst disappointing, the 
continued financial independence and sustainability 
of the sport was a priority for the Board and staff 
subsequently. The expertise of the Board was a 
substantial factor that contributed to our ability to 
financially manage the organisation through this 
event.  I would like to thank Heidi Smith for her 
considerable support in managing our government 

and non-government stakeholders and Lina Zappia 
for her dogged assistance in managing the finances; 
their support and commitment to volleyball has been 
invaluable.

VV sought to undertake greater direct engagement 
with affiliates throughout 2015. The staff and I 
attended numerous regional events throughout 
the year. No better example can be cited than the 
State League review undertaken by the Office in 
conjunction with Club Delegates.  The review has 
provided opportunities for Delegates, officials, 
coaches, and players to provide input into issues 
experienced through the 2015 season and ensure 
solutions are identified and agreed.  In addition, 
the review brought forward initiatives from all 
stakeholders for implementation and we look 
forward to an improved State League experience 
in 2016.  I commend Ash Camac for his work in 
undertaking this review and his efforts throughout 
the year.

In July, the Australian Sport Commission 
commenced the Sporting Schools initiative, an 
extended replacement of the former Active After-
school Communities program.  VV took the lead 
nationally in establishing a model in response to 
Sporting Schools that will secure direct investment 
in affiliates.  While only two terms old at the end of 
2015, initial experiences suggest the program offers 
great opportunities for affiliates in 2016 and beyond.  
I commend Rebecca Walter on her efforts in this 
initiative and VV will continue to seek to develop 
the capacity of every affiliate to deliver programs in 
Sporting Schools.

      Continued

Senior Management Report
Geoff Rietschel

“… establishing a model in response to Sporting Schools 
that will secure direct investment in affiliates …”
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The VV State teams performed admirably at 
both the Australian Junior Beach and Australian 
Junior Volleyball Championships.  Competing for 
the second of three years in Adelaide, the Beach 
team secured five medals: two gold, one silver, 
and two bronze medals.  These results elevated 
VV to third place in the Andy Burdin Shield.

In the final year of hosting in Canberra , the Indoor 
team placed third in the President’s Cup with 
all teams reaching finals. VV enjoyed successful 
Championships, claiming five team medals: two 
gold, two silver, and a bronze.  These results 
elevated us to third place in the President’s Cup, 
replicating the results of the State Beach team 
from earlier in the year.

Remarkably, a number of Victorian athletes 
achieved gold medals at both the Beach 
and Indoor Championships; a remarkable 
achievement across two very diverse disciplines. 
The lingering issue is in our ability to secure an 
appropriate number of coaches, and strategies to 
address this issue are being considered at both 
Board and operational level.

Once again, I extend thanks to all coaching 
personnel who volunteer their time in support 
of the young athletes who have achieved State 
representation, and to the families and friends 
for their continued and tireless support.  To 
team personnel, including team managers and 
medical support, and VV staff member, Rebecca 
Walter, thanks also for your efforts in support 
of the teams and the time and effort you have 
committed.

In closing, I would like to thank the Board for their 
significant support and contribution, the staff for 
their ongoing dedication and hard work, coaches, 
support staff, and families and friends of the 
Beach and Indoor State teams, many of whom 
shared a celebration of the achievements at the 
Blue & White Jacket Dinner, and to our loyal and 
valued supporters, the sport continues to flourish 
with your dedication.

Geoff Rietschel 
General Manager

Senior Management Report (cont.)
Geoff Rietschel
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Commissions
Volleyball Victoria Country Championships Commission     
Chairman Mr Murray Mansfield
Member Mr Howard Williams
Member Mr David Berry
Member Mr Rob Straube
Member Ms Susan Lloyd (Invited)
Staff  Geoff Rietschel 
      
Volleyball Victoria Referees Commission     
Chairman Mr Tomas Santamaria
Secretary Ms Liz Pollock
Staff  Mr Ashley Camac
Members All active VVL competition referees
      
Volleyball Victoria Coaches Commission     
Member Mr Brian Scott
Member Ms Sue Rice
Member Mr Luke Campbell
Staff  Ms Rebecca Walter

After budgeting for a modest surplus in 2015 our Association achieved a 
small loss for the year, the audited financial result was a deficit of $10,000.

While revenue was down on 2014 this was due to a reduction in 
government funding of almost $100,000 and a drop in sponsorship 
income of almost $70,000. These revenue declines were offset in some 
part by increases in membership fees from a growing membership 
base and increased revenue from event activity. Expenses for the year 
were also down, although a couple of unforeseeable and unbudgeted 
expenses of approximately $35,000 impacting the final result.

While we would have liked to have achieved a surplus our result 
demonstrates that our Association is now financially sustainable without 
government funding and sponsorship, both of which are uncertain 
income streams, which while welcome, cannot be relied upon to sustain 
our Association.

Our budget for 2016 is for a small surplus of $10,000. We have a solid and 
increasing membership base with membership income growing. Event 
entries and event income are also growing and new income streams 
such as Sporting Schools have been introduced. We have no debt and a 
strong cash position.  
Our Association is in a sustainable financial position to continue the 
development of volleyball in Victoria.

Brendan Fleiter 
Director Officer (Finance)

Financial Report
Brendan Fleiter

“…our Association is now financially sustainable without
government funding and sponsorship …”
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All office bearers and ordinary board director positions are for two year terms. 
Co-opted Directors serve a 12 month term that expire on the anniversary of their appointment.

Office Staff
Mr Geoff Rietschel   General Manager – appointed March 2015
Ms Heidi Smith Media, Communications & Sponsorship Coordinator
Ms Rebecca Walter Development Officer
Mr Ashley Camac Events & Competitions Coordinator
Ms Lina Zappia Accounts & Office Manager (Part-time)
Ms Emmeline Ashley Development Support Officer (Casual)
Mr Darcy Taig  Development Support Officer (Casual)

Directors and Staff

Board of Directors

Senator Stephen Conroy 
Director Officer President 
(Attendance 5 of 6) 

Mr Alan Hinchley
Director Officer 
(Attendance 4 of 6)

Mr Brendan Fleiter
Director Officer 
(Attendance 5 of 6)

Mr Paul Freckleton
Ordinary Member 
(Attendance 4 of 5)

Mr Luke Campbell   
Ordinary Member 
(Attendance 5 of 6)

Mr Ian Jenkins
Ordinary Member 
(Attendance 5 of 6)

Mr Grant Hyde
Co-opted Member 
(Attendance 2 of 4)

Ms Elizabeth Tupper
Co-opted Member 
(Attendance 5 of 5)

Ms Cori Wilder
Co-opted Member 
(Attendance 3 of 4)

Mr Howard Williams
Ordinary Member 
(Attendance 1 of 1) 

Resigned April
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District = 336 
Upgrades District to Regional = 4

Upgrades Regional to State = 1

facebook.com/VolleyballVictoria

2.714 LIKES

twitter.com/Volleyball_VIC_ 

264 FOLLOWERS

youtube.com/VolleyballVictoria
 
96 SUBSCRIBERS
11,077 VIEWS

FACEBOOK

MEMBERSHIP

SOCIAL MEDIA

COACHES and REFEREES

TWITTER

YOUTUBE

2015 completed volleyball accreditations

Volleyball Victoria Membership/Participation

MEMBERSAFFILIATES
GENDER

50% of members 
aged 14-19 years

AGE

TOTAL MEMBERS
4,074

Level 2 = 16

Level 1 = 37 

NEW COACHES = 53 NEW REFEREES = 341

ASSOCIATIONS = 29
11 Metropolitan
18 Regional

STATE LEAGUE CLUBS= 16

ACADEMIES= 3
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Bendigo Volleyball Association
On the return for 2015 it was full steam 
ahead in preparation for Volleyball 
Victoria Country Championships to be 
held over the June long weekend as well 
as the First domestic season for our 
Association for the New Year.

The Country Champs committee, headed 
by Allan Andrews, worked exceedingly 
well to follow all the specific guidelines 
and protocols particularly noted by the 
Technical Director Mr Rob Straube. We 
acknowledge the efforts of Bronwyn 
James and Kerrie Stanley for the precision 
of the presentation at the end of the day 
for winners /runners up and All Stars 
Sevens presentations .

Tom Stevens produced an excellent 
drawer considering the complexities of a 
three-day event and with the number of 
teams per division being quite uneven this 
year.
Bendigo teams enjoyed success across 
the competition with Men’s and Women’s 
Div. 1 taking Gold.  The Women’s division 
took Silver and a great competition 
experience was had for our capable but 
very Junior Men’s Div. 2 team.

Other highlights included the inclusion 
of 5 Bendigo Men and 3 Bendigo Women 
in the All Stars Division 1 teams, being 
Matt Gordon, Todd Broadbent, James 
Haythorne, David McCormick & Josh 

Gordon along with Sheridan Olsen, Sally 
Deed, Laura Roberts and Matilda Roberts 
selection for the All Stars Women’s Div. 2  

I would like to thank Wayne Symons for 
the ongoing support and encouragement 
of our junior players. The now in place 
program of having 2 juniors playing 
an additional game per evening with a 
men’s Division 2 team provides them 
with exposure to a different skill set and 
a game style they may not encounter in 
the Junior levels. All game fees for this 
program are deducted from the Junior 
Development donation provided by the 
Bendigo Stadium at the end of 2014.

Once again we have staged two local 
based Major tournaments that attracted 
maximum entries from many parts of 
the state. Geoff Adcock managed a very 
successful Junior Dragon City with a very 
big thank you to Jenny Brown for her 
tirelessly unselfish efforts with both this 
tournament and also our Senior Dragon 
City, just concluded.

A grateful thank you to all those who 
volunteer their time for our annual 
tournaments and also to Murray 
Mansfield with his continuing effort with 
the referees commission and rostering of 
personnel for our Tournaments.

The redevelopment of the Bendigo 
Stadium is now at a point where a 

planning permit has been approved and 
it is anticipated that the new stadium 
work is to commenced by June 2016. 
It is expected to take approximately 15 
months for completion, and during this 
time the concourse is to remain open to 
the existing 8 courts throughout the build. 
Apart from minor intrusions into the car 
park space available there will be no other 
impact on our sport 
In conclusion, I would like to thank Tom 
Stevens for another year as competition 
director along with Murray Mansfield our 
Referees Commission Chair, both integral 
to our domestic competition.

Thank you to Scott Ross, who ensures 
our Media is current and accurate and 
our Facebook page covers all our relevant 
issues and events and to Geoff Adcock for 
the maintenance of our BVA website

Thank you to Allan Andrews for his 
diligence and awareness in regards to the 
Association finances and to Kerrie Stanley 
in her role as secretary, which may be her 
last.

John Sheen
BVA President

Affiliate Reports 

Volleyball Ballarat
2015 saw another changing of the guard 
for Volleyball Ballarat and we would 
like to acknowledge the contribution of 
the outgoing President, Andrew James, 
and Treasurer, Darren White. They have 
guided the local competition in particular 
over the last few years and their efforts 
have been greatly appreciated by all 
involved.

The Phantoms once again won both 
the Spring and Autumn domestic 
competitions, but it was great to see a 
senior boys team from Damascus High 
School give the defending champions a 
real run for their money throughout the 
regular season and only lose narrowly 
in the final. Thanks to all those who 
contributed to running and participating 
on a Monday night and we look forward to 
growing the competition further in 2016.

On the tournament front, Volleyball 
Ballarat hosted its 38th Annual Skins 
Tournament, attracting 23 teams from 
around the state. While entry numbers 
were low based on another year where 
the scheduled tournament date was 
changed, all had a good time and took 

away over $3,000 worth of Skins and 
prizemoney. The Western Phantoms had 
a particularly strong presence throughout 
all divisions in the tournament winning 
Men’s Division 1 along with Men’s and 
Women’s Division 3. The Club also 
finished Runners up in Men’s Division 2 
losing the Final to Q-Redbacks and came 
3rd in Women’s Division 1, which was 
dominated by Eastern Aces.

Thank you to all teams who attended and 
participated in such a great spirit. We look 
forward to seeing you again in 2016, along 
with increased team entries and support 
as the tournament returns to the Anzac 
day weekend date on an ongoing basis as 
we draw closer to our 40th anniversary.

Representative volleyball saw the Ballarat 
Men’s team competed in Division 2 at 
the 2015 Volleyball Victoria Country 
Championship attempting to defend 
their 2014 title against some strong 
Associations including Bairnsdale who 
had dropped down from Division 1. 
Ballarat were drawn to meet Bairnsdale 
in the first match and after falling over 
the line in a close 5 set win, fatigue 
eventually took its toll on a small squad, 

and the result was overturned in the final 
on Monday with Bairnsdale defeating 
Ballarat 3:1. Volleyball Ballarat would like 
to congratulate Ben Hassell (setter) and 
Tom Murnane for their selection in the All 
Star 6.

Volleyball Ballarat would also like to 
acknowledge the player, coach and 
committee involvement of its members 
in supporting the Western Phantoms 
Volleyball Club in the VVL and thank 
VVI and competing VVL teams for 
their support of the concept. This 
is an important organisation for the 
development of volleyball in the Ballarat 
region and provides an accessible 
pathway to elite competition for many 
of our local residents and university 
students. 

Damon Minotti 
President
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Affiliate Reports (cont.)

Maffra Volleyball
It has been a great year for Maffra 
Volleyball, with many new players 
joining our ranks. Our second year of 
being an association has seen us lose 
some players, but gain many more 
to consolidate our local competition. 
We have had six teams consistently 
competing for several seasons now. 
Whilst not playing in the local La Trobe 
Valley competition now, we still have 
close links with the La Trobe Valley 
association with our top end players 
competing under the La Trobe banner 
for Country Championships and State 
League teams. With Anthony Young 
returning from 6 months in China and 
acquiring a new player/coach in Gavin 
Oakley, our coaching situation is very 
strong. Anthony was ably supported by 2 
of our senior girls, Kristie McDonald and 
Belle Howe, for the Monday night junior 
trainings.

At a local level we grew from strength to 
strength, with new net, poles and padding 
helping us play “proper volleyball”. We 
have purchased a set of Male Maffra 
Volleyball playing tops, and have just 
received a $1000 grant to purchase some 

female playing tops as well. We saw our 
first ever men’s team represent Maffra in 
the Country Championships, and after 
a strong tournament Gavin Oakley was 
voted into the All-star 7 in Division 2. We 
have also had men’s and women’s teams 
represent Maffra at Bendigo, Mornington 
and Moonee Valley tournaments leading 
up to the National Schools cup. 

Some of our juniors are having their 
skills recognized on the National and 
State stages. The standout has been 
Rebecca Ingram, who won a gold medal 
at the Australian Junior Beach Volleyball 
championships, and represented Australia 
in both Beach and Indoor in the USA. Her 
outstanding year was recognized by State 
School sport by being awarded a sporting 
Blue. Meg and Jack McIntosh represented 
Victoria in the Australian beach volleyball 
championships in Glenelg.

At a school level we have had many 
new players try volleyball, allowing us to 
send multiple teams to all school based 
tournaments run by Volleyball Victoria. 
Some of our school teams tasted success, 
with the following a summary of our 
medal wins.

One Day schools cup
Bronze Medal- Under 14 girls, Silver 
Medal- Under 15 girls
Gold Medal- Under 16 girls and Open girls 
Honours.
Three Day schools cup
Gold Medal- Under 15 girls and Open 
Girls Honours
National Schools Cup
Bronze Medal- Under 14 Girls

The highlight was our senior girls winning 
Gold in the State Schools cup Open 
Honours section despite our strongest 
hitter being in the USA on an Australian 
Volleyball tour. Playing Billanook in the 
final, the first four sets were shared 2 all. 
Billanook quickly ran out to a massive 
lead of 13-5 in the deciding set. An 
amazing run of serving and some strong 
field play saw Maffra close to 12-13 
before Billanook won a point.  With a 
massive crowd watching, Maffra kept 
the momentum going to run out unlikely 
winners 16-14 in an amazing game.

Andrew McIntosh
President

Volleyball Horsham
An interesting year to say the least for 
Volleyball Horsham in 2015. We started 
the year slowly with a number of teams 
dropping off from the previous season, 
but then picking up in the second half of 
the year to boost numbers over 200.

Our Primary School competition, whilst 
only having four teams, has given us the 
necessary information needed to be able 
to sustain this form of competition going 
forward.

We took a punt and hosted an AVL 
game between Uni Blues and Adelaide 
Storm. While I believe we hosted this 
game to the satisfaction of both clubs, 
unfortunately we suffered a considerable 
loss financially, which we have identified 
where and why. As long as we learn from 
this I believe it is a project we should 
continue to pursue.

Our representative players acquitted 
themselves well, especially at the Country 
Champs where the men’s division one 
team got a third successive silver and our 
girls division one lost the bronze medal 
match. Special mention to Kara, Maddie, 
Siobhan, Elly, Chloe, Mercedes and Lottie 
who were part of the Western Phantoms 
division 2 women’s state league premier 
team.

The highlight, no doubt, has been the 
performance of the Murtoa College U17 
boys who won SSV intermediate final, 
then backed that up by taking a silver 
medal in U17 Honors at the State Schools 
Cup to qualify for Honors at Nationals. 
To finish fifth at Nationals was a great 
effort against quality opposition. Jayden 
McQueen’s 2015 year was outstanding 
and he certainly is an athlete of the future.

Our Academy Program continues 
to develop nicely, with considerable 
improvement in all athletes due to 
an environment conducive to such 
improvement. This program will continue 
to evolve and produce quality players 
going forward and this is due to the great 
work done by Tim, Nathan, Kara and 
Maddie.

This year we are celebrating our 40th 
Anniversary and big things are planned 
for Saturday July 16. Please get behind 
the event and invite any past and present 
players and supporters to be involved. 
The highlight will be a celebration Dinner 
and release of our history book.

Once again we are entering a phase 
where we are suffering player losses 
at the top end, but have good support 
underneath. We have a two year hole in 

our development, and if we can maintain 
support from our top end talent over the 
next 12-18 months we should see a return 
to solid growth and development.

Thanks must go to my hardworking 
committee and all the players and their 
families and friends for their support and 
here’s to another big year for Volleyball 
Horsham.

David Berry 
President
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Sunraysia Volleyball Inc (SVI)
Sunraysia Volleyball has continued to 
work hard to increase participation in 
the sport across the board and increase 
numbers into our junior programs.

Unfortunately we lost Paolo Mecci at the 
end of 2015 to take up study in Adelaide. 
We are grateful for the support that he 
gave to SVI whilst he was here with us.  
This has allowed Allan Hassell to again 
take up the role as development officer 
so we look forward to Allan applying 
the experience he brings and assisting 
to mentor new people to our volleyball 
community.

Over time we have found that our 
numbers to our competition both at a 
junior and senior level have reduced 
and it has been difficult to keep the 
competition to high standard and send 
away representative sides.  There are 
many reasons for this such as, such as 
students moving away from the area for 
university, competing sports, and difficulty 
in attracting volunteers to the committee 
and coaching positions.  It is now more 
than ever that the volleyball communities 
need to continue to work together in 
a timely and succinct manner to keep 
promoting participation at all levels in 
our sport. As such SVI look to work with 
Volleyball Victoria very closely to achieve 
this.  This is also why access to both 
state league and state programs in an 
important part of our junior development 
program.

On a more positive note we were able 
to run a junior competition last October, 
which saw teams compete from Horsham 
and interstate and we hope to continue 
the success of this program into the 
future.

2015 saw Zac Hermans move to Canberra 
to finish Year 12 and participate in the AIS 
Centre of Excellence volleyball program.  
Zac also represented the ACT in the 
Australian Junior Volleyball Championship

20105 saw Brooke Freckleton represent 
Australia in the Thailand, compete in 
the under 17 Blue Girls side, take out 
the gold medal in the Australian Junior 
Volleyball Championships and also win 
Gold for Western Phantoms in the state 
league competition.   Brooke has moved 
to Melbourne this year to pursue her 
volleyball career and hope to one day 
obtain a scholarship overseas.

It is a great testament to the dedication 
of rural athletes and their supporters 
to be able to compete at the premium 
level, travel 12 hours on a week end and 
maintain their studies at the same time.  
Well done guys.

With the national program reducing 
the amount of teams in 2015 we saw a 
drastic reduction of SVI representatives 
compared to previous years.  We certainly 
hope to turn this around with a revamp of 
the structure going forward.

SVI continues to its association with the 
Western Phantoms state league team and 
congratulate the girls on their gold medal 
last year. We look forward to a successful 
season in 2016.  SVI along with Phantoms 
will continue to work towards having 
State League representation in rural areas 
including here in Sunraysia.  This is a vital 
part of our development and promotion of 
the sport, and to create pathways for our 
developing athletes.  A path that in the 
past has seen athletes progress to elite 
levels as demonstrated earlier.

I would like to thank the committee 
members for their continued effort.  It is 
their dedication and persistence behind 
the scenes that allows the athletes to take 
the court each week.

Chris Hermans
President

Korumburra Volleyball 
2015 has been another ‘steady as she goes’ 
type of year; Korumburra Volleyball ran two 
seasons with a junior program preceding 
A Grade and B Grade Teams playing mixed 
volleyball on Thursday nights.

At the Country Championships we aim 
every year to do our best with the players 
we have, and as a small Association, 
with approximately 100 players, can be a 
challenge to fill available sections of these 
tournaments. We were proud of our Div 1 
Girls bringing home bronze, as well as the 
experience the other players get in their 
divisions. The Girls continue to do well in 
our local Gippsland Regional League.

This was our first year with the Fox Sporting 
Pulse membership database, entering 
memberships online and being able to track 
this throughout the two seasons of 2015.

In January we held our Inverloch Beach 
Volleyball Tournament with three divisions. 
Once again we had players coming from 
Latrobe Valley, South Eastern suburbs, as 

well as the local area playing on the beach 
at Pensioners Point, with the main road and 
footpath adjacent with a number of people 
stopping to watch the action.

In August we had the Refs’ Commission 
come down and run a Ref’s course with all 
15 participants passing. Mid-year we had a 
visit from Rebecca from VVI to attend the 
Leongatha Secondary School, and also later 
in year two other local Primary Schools who 
had after-school programs that we assisted.

Our Junior program is gradually increasing 
and juniors are doing quite well in local 
tournaments that we enter. It was just a 
few years ago that we moved our complete 
program to SPLASH at Leongatha and 
this has been a building program for 
us; SPLASH is a purpose-built Stadium 
constructed with input from VVI and AVF to 
hold high quality games.

Tom Saario
Assistant Secretary

Affiliate Reports (cont.)



14

Affiliate Reports (cont.)

Eastern Metropolitan 
Volleyball Association
EMVA had quite a good, consisent year 
in 2015. In the Men’s competition, we 
welcomed back Melbourne United after a 
year out trying their luck in the Victorian 
Volleyball League. This provided an added 
level of competition for the existing teams. 
EMVA encourages participation from the 
ethnic community and we are fortunate 
to have quite a few teams from diverse 
ethnic backgrounds in both the Men’s and 
Women’s competitions.

The year finished on a high with solid 
numbers in both the Men’s and Women’s 
competitions.

I would like to extend my appreciation to 
Wallace Esera (Women’s competition ref-
eree) and Willie Cornelis (Men’s competi-
tion referee) and Darryl Selleck (EMVA 
Secretary) for their hard work during the 
year.

Arthur Sliwinski
President

Latrobe Valley Volleyball
The Latrobe Valley junior players 
continued to excel in their own right in 
State and National selection in 2015. Over 
25% of the Victorian State Junior women’s 
sides came from the greater Gippsland 
region and we are extremely proud of all 
of their efforts. Latrobe Valley’s Victorian 
State Team Representatives were; Joey 
Rodda (U15 Beach), Linus Rodda (U17 
Beach), Ainsley White (U15 & MVP 
National Beach Championships Beach & 
Indoor), Alice Shaw (U17 Beach & Indoor 
with All star selection), Bronte Scott (U17 
Beach & Indoor), Monica Harasimiuk 
(U19 Beach & Indoor), Lachlan Morland 
(U23 Beach), Alex Vuillermin (U17 Indoor 
Co-Captain) and Phoebe Trembath (U19 
Indoor & All Star Selection). 
We recognise the need to increase 
overall participation at all levels as well as 
continue to develop our young athletes 
as we endeavour to retain our 3 local 
competitions in Churchill, Morwell & Moe.   

Country Championships
At the 2015 Country Championships in 
Bendigo we fielded LV teams in each of 
the four divisions.
We proved competitive in all divisions 
with the main prize again proving elusive. 
We finished with a Bronze medal in the 
Div 1 Men, Silver Medal in Div 1 Women, 
Bronze medal in Div 2 Women and fourth 
in Div 2 Men. 
Congratulations to all players who 
represented the Latrobe Valley and to the 
LV players selected in the All-Star Seven 
teams - Phoebe Trembath, Rebecca 
Ingram and Tony Cassis. 
Special thanks to Referees Sandi 
Kilpatrick and Matt Lawton.

Gippsland Sports Academy
The Gippsland Sports Academy Volleyball 
program has been in recess for 2015. 
With the appointment of new coach Luke 
Campbell for 2016 the program focus will 
be on developing elite junior players so 
this should be beneficial for all Gippsland 
Associations. 

AVL 2015 National Camp
LVVI continues to successfully host the 
AVL National Junior Womens Camp, held 
annually at Churchill in December. This 
year we witnessed over 80 young women 
from across Australia vying for selection 
in National Junior teams (1998/99 and 
2000/01 age groups) with several of our 
own players in contention.  

Gippsland Regional League 
The Gippsland Regional League remains 
a tremendous concept which is not 
fully utilised by the competitions east 
of the Melbourne metropolitan area. LV 
stalwart and Life Member Ian Burgess is 
to be applauded for his dedication as the 
competition director / administrator – a 
role that Ian has held since its inception 
in 1984. 

In closing, Latrobe Valley Volleyball 
Inc will celebrate our 50th anniversary 
year in 2016 with a big year ahead. 
We look forward to fielding a Latrobe 
Valley Women’s team in the prestigious 
Premier (Honours) Division of VVL and 
hosting the Victorian Country Volleyball 
Championships in June. We hope to retain 
our current association with the Eastside 
Hawks Men’s program for the LV Men 
under the LV / South East Hawks Alliance 
agreement and would like to acknowledge 
and thank the Eastside Hawks Women for 
assisting us to now stand independently 
in our own right in the Victorian Volleyball 
League.
  
Yours in Volleyball,
Susan Lloyd 
LVVI President 2015/2016
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Croydon & Districts 
Volleyball Association
2015 was a year of change within CDVA.  
We continued our commitment to grow-
ing a Croydon 36’s State League Club 
with an entry of a Women’s Div 3 who 
surprised themselves to qualify for the 
finals.  While we are yet to get a team of 
a Premiers or Reserves standard, it is an 
aspiration of the Association to develop 
the Club to be able to for fill the needs 
of aspiring players.  Both the Men’s and 
Women’s teams entered teams into the 
Ballarat Skins tournament, with the Men 
qualifying for finals, not a bad effort for 
being largely dormant for a season.

Our social competition continues to be 
the mainstay for CDVA, with the social 
competition running over Tuesday and 
Thursday nights for 46 weeks of the year, 
over two seasons.  The seasons have 
shifted to align with the State League 
season so that the State League offsea-
son aligns with our Spring season to give 
those State League Clubs somewhere to 
play during their offseason.

As a result of the lead up to our AGM and 
the AGM itself in August, the Commit-
tee was changed as we welcomed a new 
President, Tom Manallack, and thanked 
outgoing President, Craig Tremayne.  
The Committee then set about a plan for 
expansion to realise the only way to grow 
our State League Club and social compe-
tition was to re-introduce our junior 

training program and start a SpikeZone 
program.  Both programs started in Term 
4, 2015 and we were surprised with the 
quick take up of our programs, which 
should lead into bigger and better things 
in 2016.

The second half of 2015 saw us work-
ing closely with the City of Maroondah 
Council to install new floor sockets for 
a new volleyball net system. After some 
technical issues, we had the state of the 
art system up and running, much to the 
delight of members.  Towards the end of 
2015 we started to develop a long term 
strategy, and this work will continue 
throughout 2016.

We finished the year with well over 400 
members of the social competition and 
continue to run a full Tuesday night pro-
gram, and using our spare court capac-
ity on a Thursday night for our training 
programs.  

To everyone involved with CDVA, from 
the committee to the volunteers, referees, 
coaches, parents and players we thank 
you for your support.  We wish our State 
League teams all the success in 2016.

Chris Gordon
Vice-President

Greater Melbourne
Volleyball Academy
2015 saw continued growth and 
achievement at GMVA. Our Youth 
program that started in 2014 was a 
shining light as we had 15 players from 
that program move up to our Junior and 
Senior squads in 2015. This is significant 
for us as the Youth program is aimed at 
boys and girls in year 7 and 8 or those 
new to volleyball who may be a little older. 
Having a pathway from such a young age 
really sets up or start to finish program at 
GMVA.

State representation is always something 
that the players strive for at GMVA and 
we supplied over 50% of the athletes 
across beach and indoor state teams in 
2015. At GMVA all athletes participate 
in both beach and indoor volleyball 
throughout the program. This is a key part 
of our philosophy and there are parts of 
each sport that complement each other, 
especially in the junior years.

Once again we moved forward with 
athletes heading overseas to achieve 
great things in volleyball and their life. We 
now have 16 athletes in college in the USA 
and Canada and 3 playing professional 
volleyball in Europe.

When it comes to the top level of 
representation it was an exciting time at 
GMVA. We had 3 athletes in the Men’s 
Volleyroos and 2 of them played World 
League and the FIVB World Cup. On the 
women’s side our head coaches Rebecca 
Walter and Lauren Bertolacci played 
in the World Women’s Grand Prix in 
Canberra and Europe.

Tournament play is something we 
increased in this year by heading to 
the Maribyrnong and Western Region 
Championships, along with our usual 
trip to the Morningtion Open. We took 
the Youth Program to Mariby Champs 
where they came a strong 2nd and the 
Full Time program to the Western Region 
Champs where they went through the 
day undefeated. In Mornington we were 
back to having 4 teams, 2 boys and 2 girls 
which was great. All teams had strong 
weekend against senior opposition and 
our best result was the Senior Girls group 
placing 2nd.

2015 saw the launch of GMVA Full Time. 
An elite training group for those who 
have finished school and want to head 
to college, play professional volleyball 
and one day, make the national team. Full 
Time athletes train 18 hours per 

week and all the athletes are provided 
with coaching jobs for the duration of 
the program to support their training. 
The aim is to give the athletes a taste of 
what being a professional volleyballer is 
all about. When combined with VVL they 
are playing over 20 hours per week with a 
match on Saturdays.

Our 2016 cycle has begun and we are 
looking to continue to kick goals with our 
athletes again.

Thanks to our program sponsors 
RollsPack, Orgran, VolleyUSA, Integrate 
Training, Hydralyte, Volleyball Victoria and 
Volleyball Australia for their support of our 
programs.

Luke Campbell 
Director

Affiliate Reports (cont.)
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Affiliate Reports (cont.)
Victoria University 
Volleyball Club
2015 was a year of growth for the 
Victoria University Volleyball Club with 
many achievements for our athletes 
and coaches.  We started our 2015 
campaign at the annual Warrnambool 
Seaside Tournament in preparation 
for the Victorian Volleyball League 
season. This was our first ever entry 
into the tournament with a Men’s and 
Women’s Premier team. Players and 
coaches thoroughly enjoyed the well run 
tournament and our Men’s team came 
away winning the gold medal.

At the start of State League competition, 
we expanded our teams entries from 
three; Men’s and Women’s Premier, Men’s 
Reserves in 2014 with two more in 2015; 
Men’s Division 2 and Women’s Reserves.

The experience and knowledge of coach 
George Santamaria assisted the Women’s 
Premier team to 11 wins with 1 loss in the 
Home and Away season. They made the 
Grand Final for the second year in a row 
however, they were again defeated by 
a strong Eastside Hawks team. Having 
been second place getters for two years 
running, the women are looking towards 
gold in 2016.

Our Men’s Premier team had a tough but 
enjoyable season. Andrew McWiggan was 
welcomed home and provided experience 
gained from playing Canadian College 
Volleyball, and Nick Arnold brought his 
South Australian beach skills to the hard 
court. 

Our Reserves teams had a large 
contingent of players from Warrnambool, 
proving our strong alliance with the 
Warrnambool Volleyball Association. The 
Men’s Division 2 made the finals but was 
unfortunately eliminated in the first round. 

It was great to see many of our VVL 
athletes continue their volleyball in the 
Asian Club Championships in Taipei and 
the Australian Volleyball League season 
with our Victorian Volleyball Academy. 

The VVL awards night was a great finale 
to the season. Congratulations to Louise 
Bates who won Most Valuable Player and 
Kesinee Lithawat winning Best Attacker 
and Most Valuable Player Runner Up. 
Special mention to George Santamaria 
who won Coach of the Year, well 
deserved. At the Victoria University Sport 
annual Sports Awards night celebrating 
individual and club achievements, we 
were fortunate to win Club of the Year for 
the third year in a row. 

A club would not continue without the 
tireless support from sponsors and 
volunteers. A big thank you must go to 
Victoria University, Macron and Antico 
Coffee for their continued support over 
the years. Acknowledgement to the 
athletes, coaches, parents and all the 
volunteers for their unwavering hard work 
and dedication in support of the club. 

I would like to take this time to 
acknowledge and thank Mahamoud 
‘Bubs’ Fahour who was the Founder 
and President of the club from 2013 and 
has always been a great supporter of 
Volleyball. After a tough decision, he has 
decided to step away. He leaves the club 
with a strong foundation for the future. 

Victoria University Volleyball Club looks 
forward to a successful season and 
continuing to play a key part in the further 
successful development of Volleyball in 
Victoria.

Elise McMahon
2016 President

Western Phantoms
After another big year of travel, sacrifice 
and hard work, I would firstly like to thank 
all the players, coaches and parents 
who have supported our club in 2015.  
We fielded competitive teams across 
five divisions of state league again, with 
special mention to our Women’s Division 
2 side that capped off a sensational 
season, winning the grand final in 5 
sets. Our remaining 4 sides were able 
to expose a lot of younger players to the 
state league competition and I’m looking 
forward to seeing the benefits of that 
court time moving forward to 2016. 

We again were well represented across 
our regional tournaments: Warrnambool, 
Ballarat, Bendigo and Horsham. With 
such a wide demographic of players now 
representing the Western Phantoms, we 
find it imperative to support as many 
country volleyball events as possible. 
These country associations feed players 
directly into our club and without them, 
we wouldn’t exist. 

The Western Phantoms featured again 
in 2015 junior state teams, representing 
Victoria at the Australian Junior Volleyball 

Championships.  Congratulations to 
Jayden McQueen, Brooke Freckleton, 
Aaron Evans-Halligan and Lauryn 
Keeley for their efforts on court and to 
Paul Freckleton and Bruce Keeley for 
volunteering their experience as coaching 
staff. The junior state program is a 
foundation building block of this club and 
we will be doing our best efforts to ensure 
that there are more opportunities for our 
players to represent Victoria in 2016.

In the short history of our club, our 
structure of home and away matches 
has been quite constant. We held 
matches in Mildura, Horsham and now 
Bendigo, along with the away matches in 
Melbourne. Our board has had a serious 
look at this structure and we have taken 
on a lot of feedback from players and 
officials regarding travel and opportunities 
to train. 

We have circulated the information of 
our proposed 2016 match schedule and 
we are very excited about it. We believe 
this structure will bring stability to our 
player base, to our finances and give the 
club a chance to begin seriously planning 
forward, instead of trying to stay a float 
each year. I would like to commend the 
board for backing the decision. Now that 
we have implemented this significant 

change, I would certainly endorse the 
reappointment of those board members 
willing to nominate again. We would 
preferably like to see through this year, 
review the structure on the completion of 
the season, and ensure that Horsham and 
Sunraysia associations don’t suffer from 
the change of bases.

Looking forwards to 2016, I do honestly 
believe this will be the biggest year for the 
Western Phantoms yet. The major tool at 
our disposal, which will drive the Western 
Phantoms from a financial standing and 
provide all our members with critical 
information, will be our website. This 
will be up and running very soon and 
will become our prime source of all 
information.  

Good luck to all players, as today marks 
the beginning of the Western Phantoms 
for 2016.
 
Matthew Gordon 
President
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Dandenong Volleyball Club 
In 2015 the club continues towards 
its long term goal of developing and 
coaching many juniors, in order to have 
a sustainable group of young players to 
support an ongoing premier side long-
term. 

Numerous fundraising events were 
held in 2015 to allow almost no cost to 
under-17 age players to play volleyball. 
The average age of our playing group is 
quite young at 18.   

Towards the end of 2015, a noticeable 
amount of new enquiries was made to the 
club. These enquiries came mostly from 
beginner players and juniors. The end of 
2015 and start of 2016 season showed 
good numbers at training in junior as well 
as adult divisions, with good spirits from 
existing players welcoming new ones. 
We all looking forward to an exciting new 
season.   
 
Michael Kozulin
President

Eastside Hawks Womens’ 
Volleyball Club
Following up on our outstanding State 
League performance in 2014 was a 
slightly daunting proposition for 2015, 
but the challenge of repeating our almost 
clean sweep of the previous year was 
too tempting not to throw the gauntlet 
at. A momentous task but nevertheless 
everyone was keen to emulate our best 
so far.

As a result 2015 was another very 
successful year for Eastside Hawks 
Women. Granted we achieved fewer 
Grand Finals berths, two this year, but 
Gold Medals were secured in both by 
our Premiers Team and our Division 3 
Team. In addition Rhiannon Watt won the 
Grand Final MVP award and Reserves 
reached the Preliminary Final. Several 
players also won awards from the season 
either for VVL All Star Seven or for AVL 
achievements, and Petrice Fatchen was 
awarded Reserves MVP for the third 
season in a row.

The most noticeable advancement for 
Hawks this year however, was probably 
our growth in numbers which allowed 
us to field five senior teams for the first 
time, Premiers, Reserves, two Division 
Two teams and a team in the new 
Division Three. Trainings were usually 
packed full and as a result we expanded 
our training times to allow two full split 
training sessions on both Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Our sincere thanks to 
both, St John’s College, Dandenong and 
Springers Leisure Centre, Keysborough 
for accommodating our needs and for 
their ongoing support.

Membership grew from 41 members in 
2014 to 59 members in 2015, all active 
in VVL. This has been our largest yearly 
increase ever, representing a 44% growth 
in membership. Our new members were 
largely juniors and younger developing 
players, although as always we continued 
to attract players of all ages and skill level.

Our coaching team once again was 
unquestionably dedicated, led for the 
third successive year by Sue Rice as Head 
Coach, with Cori Wilder as Reserves 
Coach, Petrice Fatchen and new to Hawks 
ranks, Belinda Dow as Division 2 Coaches 
and Tina Filipaina as Division 3 Coach. 

Our Alliance with Latrobe Valley 
continued to flourish in its fifth year 
with seven Latrobe players securing 
team spots with Eastside teams in all 
divisions and the partnership continuing 
to flourish on other areas such as training 
opportunities for Latrobe members. Such 
has been the success of the Alliance, 
Latrobe Women have been granted a 
Premiers division entry for 2016. This 
formally ceases the Women’s side of 
SEHVA, although close links between the 
two organisations will remain in place and 
we wish Latrobe every success in their 
2016 State League campaign.

Once again Hawks players featured 
strongly at higher levels of the sport with 
State or National representation:

• Four Hawks members in either the 
Volleyroos or Junior Australian Indoor 
Squads
• Six athletes in the Gold Medal winning 
Uni Blues squad.
• Nine players selected for Junior State 
Teams, two players for Beach Junior State 
Teams

Lastly, many thanks to our Committee for 
yet another dedicated year that forms the 
basis of our ongoing sporting prosperity. 

All in all 2015 confirmed Eastside Hawks 
Women as one of the most robust and 
successful clubs in Victoria and as always, 
at home ground level, we are proudest 
of the opportunities in volleyball that we 
provide to our members and the positive 
social environment for girls and women of 
all ages.

Ally Babbage
President
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Development Report 
Rebecca Walter

“… giving more opportunities to everyone wishing to participate in our sport.”

Participation, Pathways, and Sustainability are three 
of Volleyball Victoria’s four strategic pillars to further 
progress the development of volleyball at both grassroots 
and elite levels. 

2015 was a very big year for the development and 
participation of volleyball in Victoria, as well as Australia. 
Volleyball Victoria saw a significant increase of junior 
participation through the introduction of the Australian 
Sports Commission Sporting Schools program. 

The delivery and sustainability programs is due to the 
commitment of our coaches and affiliates to run and 
development new and existing participation programs.  
The work continues to increase the number of program 
locations around Victoria. Further communication with 
clubs and associations, sports academies and regional 
sports academies will ultimately enable continued 
development of both the grass roots and elite pathways 
for volleyball. The development of an umbrella approach 
for all academies will enable full access and opportunities 
to all participants of volleyball across Victoria. This is an 
ongoing process and will continue to grow with close 
working relationships with Schools, Clubs, Associations, 
Regional Sporting Assemblies and Victorian Regional 
Academies.

Participation is increasing within the Victorian Volleyball 
community, our aim is to foster the current programs 
to enable sustainability and in turn continue to further 
develop programs across Victoria. Thus giving more 
opportunities to everyone wishing to participate in our 
sport.

The implementation of the foundations level coaching and 
officiating online courses has enabled a wide spread net 
all over Victoria with more and more Coaches and Official 
able to take the next steps through qualifications.
The continued work with a number Volleyball Victoria’s 
experienced coaches enabled and supported the 
increased participation of Volleyball through development 
clinics across a range of abilities, school based clinics at 
primary and high school and further opportunities for our 
Victorian Representative Teams at the AJBVC and AJVC.

Coaching and officiating information and documentation 
is constantly evolving, the new online portals will continue 
to evolved enabling a more structured environment for 
the progression of coaches and officials to higher levels 
of accreditation. Moving forward the new structure will 
enable mentoring programs through the coaching and 
referees commission to support development.

We are heading into an exciting phase for Volleyball 
in Victorian and Australia, with the Olympics just 
around the corner, beach volleyball introduced into the 
commonwealth games and more international events 
coming to our shores we need to take every opportunity 
to promote, increase opportunities and sustainability of 
new and existing programs.

Programs, sessions, expos and events conducted 
throughout 2015 targeted juniors nd inclusion programs 
for multicultural and all abilities participants.

- Junior
Sporting Schools
Volleyball Victoria saw a significant increase of junior 
participation through the introduction of Sporting Schools. 
Introducing volleyball to over 760 new primary school 
students in 2015, “Sporting Schools brings together 
schools and sports to help get Aussie children active in 
their local communities. Sporting Schools is open to all 
Australian primary schools, and with quality programs 
developed by over 30 national sporting organisations, it 
offers a fun and supportive environment for children and 
coaches.”

The opportunities that Sporting Schools brings to the 
Victorian volleyball community is endless. The significant 
increase in the exposure of volleyball at the primary 
school age can only increase further opportunities 
for growth and sustainability though schools, clubs, 
associations, and academies.

Spikezone is the preferred program for all Sporting 
Schools sessions. Volleyball Victoria will continue to work 
more closely with clubs and associations to build capacity 
to deliver in Sporting Schools, with the aim of rolling out 
Spikezone delivery packages  to enable future growth of 
junior volleyball.
      Continued
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Development Report (cont.)
Rebecca Walter

- Inclusion
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
Volleyball Victoria received VicHealth State Sporting 
Association Participation Program (SSAPP) funding from 
2011-2015 to provide inclusive sporting environments to 
increase participation with an emphasis on Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse (CALD) communities.

Since the beginning of the SSAPP in 2011, Volleyball 
Victoria has worked closely with community groups from 
various cultural backgrounds including: Afghani, Burmese, 
Indian, Sudanese, Chin, Samoan, and a range of other 
Islander and Asian Communities.

The relationships developed with the community groups 
over five years has been a huge success, as such 
Volleyball Victoria have been able to continue to foster 
these relationships to deliver sustainable opportunities 
for CALD communities across Victoria.  The relationship 
between Volleyball Victoria and AMES Dandenong have 
developed an ongoing program hosted at State Volleyball 
Centre, Dandenong and progressed opportunities for 
young participants to continue to develop their volleyball 
skills progressing into more sustainable opportunities 
within clubs and associations.

Volleyball Victoria engaged over 500 participants new to 
volleyball through introductory sessions and structured 
programs in 2015. These programs were only possible 
with the support of our qualified coaches, VicHealth, City 
of Greater Dandenong, Brimbank City Council, City of 
Casey, City of Maribyrnong, as well as partner programs 
specifically Centre for Multicultural Youth including; 
Southern Migrant and Refugee Centre, Southern Ethnic 
Advisory and Advocacy Council and the Victorian 
Immigrant Refugee Women Coalition.

Volleyball Victoria recently submitted an application 
for VicHealth’s new three year State Sport Program 
funding program. Our focus is to increase community and 
grassroots participation through increasing the capacity 
of our affiliate associations and clubs. Unfortunately 
we were unsuccessful in our application and are now 
looking to secure additional sources of revenue through 
corporate partnership and other community based grant 
projects to continue to develop and deliverer community 
participation.

Access All Abilities
In November 2013, Volleyball Victoria received funding 
from Sport and Recreation Victoria to develop and 
implement an Inclusion Action Plan.  Developed and 
delivered through the beginning of 2014, the major 
achievement from the initial Inclusion Action Plan was 
the launch an All Abilities program aligned to our One 
Day Schools Cup in May 2014. This event attracted 
approximately 70 students with a disability participating in 
volleyball, both indoor hard-court and indoor beach, at the 
State Volleyball Centre.

Volleyball Victoria is pleased to have this opportunity to 
encourage more participants in sport across metropolitan 
and regional Victoria. Throughout 2015, Volleyball Victoria 
has delivered numerous programs and events; introducing 
over 550 new participants with a disability to volleyball. 
The progression of the initial funding received has had a 
dramatic impact on Volleyball Victoria’s ability to delivery 
to special schools. Volleyball Victoria was instrumental in 
the development of a multi-sport platform that saw four 
State Sporting Associations come together in partnership 
to service special schools. The multi-sport platform has 
developed into a volleyball interschool sports program, a 
first of its kind, scheduled to run Term 1, 2016.
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Referee Commission Report 
Tomas Santamaria

“… A total of four Victorian referees on this international stage..”

The VVRC exists to:
• Co-ordinate referee activity within Victoria;
• Conduct National Officiating Accreditation Scheme 
(NOAS) Level 1 & 2 courses;
• Provide opportunities to enable referees to maximise 
their potential.

Support to Events
The main events supported by referees include the 
following:
• Australian Volleyball League
The 2015 AVL season was conducted in the October to 
December period.  Victoria again had 2 teams and also 
introduced a ‘regional’ location with one round played 
in Horsham.  We were able to provide suitable referees 
for all rounds and were also lucky that Phong Nguyen 
also volunteered on many of the weekends to act as the 
Local Technical Delegate, providing feedback to referees 
and ensuring the matches went smoothly.  The finals 
were conducted in Melbourne as usual.  The VA Referee 
Commission appointed the Technical Delegate and 1st 
and 2nd referees for the weekend with line judges and 
scorers provided through the VVRC and AVSC volunteers.
Once again, it was great to have our refereeing community 
make themselves available to fulfil the obligations for both 
round and finals matches.  Victoria is the only state with 2 
teams, which means there are more opportunities but also 
relies on the availability of our refereeing community.
• Victorian Volleyball League
During the 2015 season we attracted a couple of new 
referees which was good.  It was also good to see Phong 
Nguyen moving into the Referee Delegate position.  
Once again there was great support from the Bendigo 
Referee Group for the VVL matches played there.  We will 
continue to work with the rural associations on referee 
development opportunities whenever VVL rounds are 
played in rural locations.
• Country Championships
David Rosamilia was the Referee Delegate for the Country 
Championships in 2015.  The Country Championships 
continues to be run in a very professional manner and 
provides a good opportunity for referees to be assessed 
and upgraded.
• National Juniors
National Juniors was held in Canberra in 2015.  There was 
a number of changes to the competition this year:  the 
championship was moved from July to September, there 
were fewer teams with no U23 and only one team per 
state/territory in U19 and there was also a slightly varied 
refereeing model.  Julian Coburn was appointed as the 
Technical Delegate Referees and Victoria provided a 
contingent of a number of first timers which was good.
• World League
Melbourne hosted a round of World League in 2015.  

Whilst there were some interstate referees who 
participated as technical officials, the majority were 
provided by Victoria.  Liz Pollock was appointed as 
the Referee Manager and Julian Coburn as the reserve 
referee.  This was a fantastic opportunity for our officials.
• Sitting Volleyball/Deaf Volleyball
A couple of referees in Victoria continue to be involved 
in refereeing sitting volleyball, although there is no active 
competition in Victoria.

Courses
The VVRC ran 21 Level 1 courses in 2015 with a total of 
330 participants.  This was an increase in course numbers 
and participants from 2014.  Courses were run in all rural 
and metropolitan regions with the majority of courses 
targeting schools preparing for the Victorian and/or 
Australian Schools Cup events.  Much of the hard work is 
undertaken by Brian Neal and I would like to thank him for 
his efforts.

Referee Awards
The VVRC Referee of the Year was awarded to Phong 
Nguyen.
The VVRC Award for Contribution to Refereeing was 
awarded to Brian Neal.

Overseas Appointments
There was no active beach referees on the international 
circuit in 2015.  Steve Giugni was appointed as a Referee 
Delegate to a number of Asian and Oceania beach events 
which is a great achievement.  Phong Nguyen participated 
in a number of overseas events: 18th Asian Women’s 
Volleyball Championship in China, FIVB U21 Men’s World 
Championships in Mexico, FIVB World Grand Prix Group 
1 in Thailand, FIVB World League Group 2 in Japan.  Rob 
Szydlowski also participated in a number of overseas 
events: 18th Asian Men’s Volleyball Championship, FIVB 
World Grand Prix Group 2 in Argentina and Reserve 
Referee for the World League matches in Adelaide.  
Julian Coburn attended the Asian Men’s Volleyball Club 
Championship in Chinese Taipei and was the Reserve 
Referee for the World League matches in Melbourne 
between Australia and Serbia. A total of four Victorian 
referees on this international stage.

Thank you
The VVRC would like to thank VVI for their wonderful 
support to the referees through all levels of competition.  I 
would also like to thank all the referees for their ongoing 
contribution.

Tomas Santamaria
Chairperson
VVRC
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The 2015 Victorian Volleyball League Grand Finals were held on Saturday 15 August and drew the curtain on another 
successful Victorian Volleyball League season which saw the competition grow by seven new teams from existing and 
the establishment of a Division 3 Women’s competition. The 2015 season also welcomed Mazenod Volleyball Club to 
the competition .

Regional Victoria once again experienced State league volleyball with 39 Victorian Volleyball League matches being 
hosted in Mildura, Bendigo, and Horsham venues.

The Grand Finals saw the Eastside Hawks successfully defend the Premier Women championship against Victoria 
University for the second straight year, while in Premier Men the Yarra Ranges defeated Monash University to claim 
three championships in a row.

In the Reserve Men, Monash University made it four consecutive championships with a win over Mornington, who had 
enjoyed an impressive finals campaign.

New club Mazenod finished a perfect inaugural season with a championship after defeating Monash University in 
Division 2 Men, earning promotion into the 2016 Reserves division, whilst the Eastside Hawks won the inaugural 
championship in the Division 3 Women. Full results below:

Premier Men: Yarra Ranges def Monash University 3-2
Premier Women: Eastside Hawks def Victoria University 3-0
Reserve Men: Monash University def Mornington 3-0
Reserve Women: Monash University def Southern Cross Cobras 3-1
Division 2 Men: Mazenod 1 def Monash University 3 3-0
Division 2 Women: Western Phantoms def Heidelberg 3-2
Division 3 Women: Eastside Hawks def Melbourne University Renegades 3-0

Tomas Santamaria Shield - Monash University Volleyball Club

Volleyball Victoria would like to congratulate all clubs, committee members, delegates, players, coaches, referees, 
supporters, and volunteers for their tremendous efforts throughout the 2015 season. In addition, special congratulations 
to the championship winning teams and Monash University Volleyball Club for claiming the Tomas Santamaria Shield 
as the most successful club.

Victorian Volleyball League Report 
Ashley Camac

“… congratulations to the championship winning teams and Monash University Volleyball Club 
for claiming the Tomas Santamaria Shield as the most successful club..”



2015 One Day Event  Champion School

 School   Points
1st Upwey High School 44
2nd Maribyrnong College 38
2nd Kew High School 38
3rd Berwick College 36

2015 Beach Schools Cup Champion School

 School    Points
1st Billanook College   66
2nd Maribyrnong College   66
3rd Rowville Secondary College  63
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Beach Volleyball Schools Cup
11-13 March

The Volleyball Victoria Beach Schools Cup is an annual 
event held this year over three days, 11-13 March and 
provides the largest school-based beach volleyball 
tournament in Victoria. 
The Volleyball Victoria Beach Schools Cup provides 
fantastic playing opportunities for teams from school 
year levels 7-12, exposing schools and students to the 
wonderful sport of Beach Volleyball, while enabling 
schools to compete for the ‘Champion School’ award.

Volleyball Victoria once again engaged the expertise of 
VicBeach for the delivery of the event to great success. 
The 2015 event saw 65 pairs and 87 fours teams from 
17 schools compete across the three days, in total 478 
students participated in the event.

Congratulations must go to all participating schools, 
teachers, students, and school organisers for 
their support of this event. Additionally, special 
congratulations to those teams that took home medals 
and to the joint Champion School winners, Billanook 
College and Maribyrnong Secondary College.

Volleyball Victoria Schools Cups Events
Ashley Camac

“… largest school-based beach volleyball tournament in Victoria.”

Victorian Volleyball Schools Cup 
– One Day Event
28-29 May

The Volleyball Victoria Schools Cup - One Day Event is 
an ideal platform for schools that are new to the sport, 
in addition to providing a competitive environment for 
schools that have volleyball experience. The event offers 
multiple boys’ and girls’ divisions in all age groups, from 
U14 to Open to effectively cater to team of any skill level.  
The modified volleyball rules and game structure means 
teams experience the game of volleyball in a fun and 
social, but competitive environment, and the event in 
2015 was no different.

Hosted over two days, Thursday 28 and Friday 29 May, 
the Schools Cup – One Day Event saw 72 teams from 20 
schools participate, an increase of 10 teams from four 
new schools from the previous year.

Volleyball Victoria would like to congratulate all schools, 
coaches, teachers, and students for their tremendous 
effort throughout the tournament and thank all involved 
for their continued or new support of this great event. 
Special congratulations must go to Upwey High School 
who were awarded the Champion School Shield.



2015 Three Day Event Champion School

 School    Points
1 Billanook College  559
2 Eltham High School  505
3 Mazenod College  502
4 Monbulk College  493
5 Rowville Secondary College 475
6 Upwey High School  474
7 Luther College   474
8 Girton Grammar School 467
9 Kew High School  449
10 Melbourne High School 433
 

2015 Most Valuable Players

Open Girls Hon April Austen  Kew High School
Open Boys Hon Josh Gray  Billanook College
U 17 Girls Hon  Arden Iles  Monbulk College
U 17 Boys Hon  Trevor Nguyen  Mazenod College
U 16 Girls Hon  Marianna Saill-Dilnot Eltham High School
U 16 Boys Hon  lec Danelutti  Eltham High School
U 15 Girls Hon  Laura Mcclelland Monbulk College
U 15 Boys Hon  Zac Broeren  Eltham High School
U 14 Girls Div 1  Bronte Jacob  Kew High School
U 14 Boys Div 1 Jordan McDonnell Mazenod College
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Victorian Volleyball Schools Cup 
– Three Day Event
24-26 July

The Volleyball Victoria Schools 
Cup – Three Day Event is the single 
biggest participation event delivered 
by Volleyball Victoria. It is a large 
tournament, incorporating traditional 
volleyball rules and structures (ie 
best of 3 or 5 sets), in contrast to the 
modified structure of the One Day 
Event. The event offers over 23 divisions 
for all age groups and skill levels, and 
engages a large portion of Victoria’s 
student volleyball participants. The 
event also serves as the lead-up and 
Honours division qualification for the 
annual national tournament, Australian 
Volleyball Schools Cup, held annually in 
December.

The 2015 event saw 162 teams from 31 
schools participate, an increase of 18 
teams from 27 schools in 2014. Held 
over three days, Friday 24-Sunday 26 
July, the 2015 event incorporated a 
number of new initiatives, including a 
greater communications strategy aimed 
to better engage and inform the school 
community, increased number of trained 
event personnel, off court engagement 
activities (such as a vertical jump 
competition), and rotational Referee 
Delegation providing technical support 
to participating schools.

The success of the 2015 Volleyball 
Victoria Schools Cup – Three Day Event 
was recognised nationally and was 
awarded the Most Outstanding Volleyball 
Event award by Volleyball Australia.

Volleyball Victoria would like to thank 
and congratulate the efforts of those 
behind the scenes at the participating 
schools, it is with the ongoing support 
of the school community that allow the 
event to continue to grow, and of course 
all the players, coaches, parents, and 
schools for the effort out into the event 
across three long days. 
Congratulations to Billanook College 
who were awarded the 2015 Champion 
Schools Cup.

Volleyball Victoria Schools Cups Events (cont.)
Ashley Camac

“… awarded the Most Outstanding Volleyball Event award by Volleyball Australia.”
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2015 once again saw teams from all over Victoria come 
together to see who would be crowned best country team 
in Victoria. Teams came to Bendigo for the Championships 
and with support from the Bendigo Bank, City of Greater 
Bendigo, Viatek, Universal Night Club, Strategem, and 
Bendigo Motor Wreckers the Championships promised 
to be a showcase of the best country volleyballers in the 
state.

Before the Championships began it looked like the teams 
to beat in the top men’s division would be Bendigo and 
Latrobe Valley. In the women’s section Bendigo and 
Latrobe Valley were both fielding strong sides also and 
looked to be the teams most likely to take home the title.

Through the pool matches the Bendigo Men’s division 
1 side looked strong. The side went through to the Gold 
Medal match undefeated after a double round robin draw 
that saw teams play seven matches on their way to the 
final. They faced off against Horsham, who had been 
defeated several times during the rounds, however won 
their way through to the final after defeating Latrobe 
Valley in the play off between 2nd and 3rd place.

The first set saw Bendigo jump out of the blocks and 
take an early lead. All star seven setter David McCormick 
teamed well with power hitters James Winzar and Adrian 
Fox through the middle and while Chris Grigg battled 
hard centre court for Horsham, the Bendigo men took 
the first set comfortably. The second set was much closer 
as the sides were locked together at 15 points apiece. 
In the closing stages of the set Bendigo libero Josh 
Gordon made several fantastic saves and Todd Broadbent 
powered home 2 winning attacks to see the Bendigo side 
clinch a tight second set. The third set was again close 
early with Tim Popple and Paolo Antonio-Mecci providing 
a consistent attack for Horsham. The Bendigo side 
however found another gear and stretched the lead from 
7 all to 15-7 as James Haythorne strung 7 serves in a row 
together. From there Bendigo weren’t headed as the Matt 
Gordon coached side took the third and final set to win 
the gold medal 3 sets to nil.
Result: 
Gold - Bendigo def Horsham 3-0: 25-13, 25-21, 25-12
Bronze – Latrobe Valley def Riddells Creek 3-1: 25-16, 23-25, 25-
19, 25-20.

In Women’s Division 1 matches Bendigo again performed 
strongly, going through the weekend without dropping a 
match and only losing two sets on their way to the Gold 
Medal play off against Latrobe Valley who also had a 
strong weekend as they defeated many sides 3 sets to nil.
The Gold medal match started slowly for the Bendigo side 
as they worked their way into the match. The locals held 
sway thanks to the consistent passing of Eleri O’Connor 
and the attacking play of Sheridan Olsen. Bendigo held off 
a persistent Latrobe Valley side who trailed by about five 
points for the entire set. Alice Shaw served her side well in 
the first set, defending many Bendigo attacks.

The second set was a match of two halves. Latrobe Valley 
started the set on fire and looked to be in control as 
they led the set 21-12. Phoebe Trembath was starring for 
Latrobe Valley as Libero and wasn’t letting any Bendigo 
attack hit the floor. Bendigo coach Gary Roberts called a 
timeout and urged his players to lift. Bendigo responded 
winning the next 9 points in a row to level the scores. 
Latrobe Valley lost confidence in their attack and Bendigo 
closed out the set with a big block from Sheridan Olsen 
to take a 2 set to nil lead. The third set saw Bendigo jump 
out of the blocks quickly with accurate attacks from Sally 
Deed and sound setting from Chelsea Haw. Kate Eason 
defended many Latrobe Valley attacks, who made several 
unforced errors during the set. Latrobe Valley were able to 
string several points together towards the end of the set, 
however it was too late to save the match with Bendigo 
winning gold 3 sets to nil.
Result: 
Gold - Bendigo def Latrobe Valley 3-0: 25-21, 25-23, 25-19
Bronze – Korumburra def Horsham 3-0: 26-24,25-21,25-23

In Men’s Division 2 action Bairnsdale and Ballarat 
Phantoms made it through to the gold medal match. Both 
sides won their respective cross over matches defeating 
Latrobe Valley and Geelong respectively. In the round 
match Ballarat Phantoms had proved too strong winning 
a tight five set match 15-10 in the fifth. The gold medal 
match proved to be a different story however.
After a close first set was won by Ballarat 25-23, 
Bairnsdale struck back taking the second 25-21, on the 
back of some great attacking play from Nathan East. Tom 
Murnane played well for Ballarat and completed many 
successful attacks, however the experience of Andrew 
Fisher and Craig Wilson proved invaluable and as the 
match drew on Bairnsdale’s consistency continued to 
improve. They closed out the third and fourth sets to win 
the match 3 sets to 1. 
Result:
Gold – Bairnsdale def Ballarat Phantoms 3-1: 23-25, 25-21,25-19, 
25-13.
Bronze – Geelong def Latrobe Valley 3-0: 25-18,25-20,25-23.

Victorian Country Volleyball Championships Report 
John Sheen 

“… the Championships promised to be a showcase 
of the best country volleyballers in the state.”
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All Star Seven Teams VCVC 2015

Men’s Division 1
Setter: David McCormick (Bendigo)
Libero: Josh Gordon (Bendigo)
Todd Broadbent (Bendigo)
Matt Gordon (Bendigo)
Paolo Antonio-Mecci (Horsham) 
Tony Cassis (Latrobe Valley)
James Haythorne (Bendigo)

Women’s Division 1
Setter: Laura Roberts (Bendigo)
Libero: Phoebe Trembath (Latrobe Valley)
Rebecca Ingram (Latrobe Valley)
Siobhan Robinson (Horsham)
Sheridan Olsen (Bendigo)
Sally Deed (Bendigo),
Brooke Freckelton (Sunraysia)

Men’s Division 2
Setter: Ben Hassell (Ballarat)
Libero: Alex Tkaczuk (Geelong)
Liam van Gemst (Geelong)
Tom MUrnane (Ballarat)
Nathan East (Bairnsdale)
Brandon Carpanedo (South East Storm) 
Gavin Oakley (Maffra)

Women’s Division 2
Setter: Nat Mackay (Bairnsdale)
Matilda Roberts (Bendigo)
Lauren Keely (Warnambool)
Helen Fisher (Bairnsdale)
 Jessica Kuklych (Bellarine)
Lucy Fletcher (Bairnsdale)
Gemma Stokes (Bairnsdale)

Victorian Country Volleyball 
Championships Report (cont.)

In Women’s Division 2 final Bairnsdale went onto the gold 
medal match against Bendigo as favourites after defeating 
Bendigo comfortably in the very first match of the 
weekend. The Bendigo side had worked well as a team 
to make the final and took to the court a vastly different 
side. With Gemma Stokes, Lucy Fletcher and Helen Fisher 
all playing well for Bairnsdale in every match the all star 
Bairnsdale line up took the first set and looked to have 
control of the match. Bendigo however had other ideas as 
some strong serving and sound setting from Lani Mayers 
saw them level the match at 1 set all. The third set was all 
Bendigo with Sian King serving 8 points in a row to give 
Bendigo a commanding lead they didn’t relinquish. The 
see-sawing match continued as the form Bendigo had in 
the third set deserted them and Bairnsdale players Laura 
Dolsten and Gemma Stokes lifted for their side. The match 
went into a deciding fifth set with teams trading points 
early. As teams changed ends the Bairnsdale side led 8 
points to 7 in a match that could have gone either way. It 
was however the consistent attack from Bairnsdale that 
saw them take out the title, powering home to win the 
final set 15-10.
Result:
Gold - Bairnsdale def Bendigo 3-2: 25-18, 25-27, 12-25, 25-15, 
15-10.
Bronze -  Latrobe Valley def Warnambool Pirates 3-1: 25-22, 25-
20, 18-25, 25-17.

Mayor of Bendigo Peter Cox got the final presentations 
underway thanking sponsors and the organisers of the 
2015 tournament. As part of the presentations an All Star 
Seven was announced for each division, with players 
receiving a $50 voucher and the trophy to recognise their 
efforts for the weekend.

The 2016 Country Championships are scheduled for 
Latrobe Valley with teams once again taking to the court 
to prove which country association is the strongest. 

John Sheen
President - Bendigo Volleyball Association 
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The 2015 Australian Junior Beach Volleyball Championships were a successful tournament for Team Victoria, 
claiming third place in the Andy Burdin Shield. 

Particular congratulations to our medalling teams and their coaches: gold medal winning U15 and U17 
Women, the silver medal winning U17 Men, and bronze medal winning U15 Boys and U19 Men. Five medals 
from the 24 on offer is due reward for the efforts all team members have made. 

We would like to acknowledge all athletes involved, from the 96 athletes who trialled to the x junior athletes 
who were selected to represent Victoria. We extend thanks to the families and friends for their support and 
the coaching personnel for the sacrifices they have made in supporting this fine group of young athletes.  

2015 AJBVC Medalists
U17 Girls - Carrie Van Rensburg/Rebecca Ingram – Gold Medalists
U15 Girls - Nicola Gregory/Lauren Lee Taylor/Ainsley White – Gold Medalists
U17 Boys - Henry Bush/Benjamin Gierlach – Silver Medalists
U19 Men - Jack Gregory/Alek Ryan – Bronze Medalists
U15 Boys - Marcus Arena/Mitchell McCombe/James Shill – Bronze Medalists 

Blue and White Jacket Dinner
The Most Valuable Player in each of the teams was presented with a plaque. Congratulations to our 2015 
Victoria Junior Beach State Team most valuable players:
Most Valuable Players
U15 Girls’ - Ainsley White
U15 Boys’ - Alex Bye
U17 Girls’ - Carrie Van Rensburg
U17 Boys’ - Trevor Nguyen
U19/U23 Women’s - Jessica Jack
U19/U23 Men’s - Jack Gregory

Volleyball Victoria Junior State Beach Team Program

Australian Junior Beach Volleyball Championships
9-12 April, 2015
Glenelg, Adelaide, SA
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Under 15’s

Under 17’s

Under 19’s

Under 23’s



28

Blue and White Jacket Dinner
The most valuable players in each of the 
teams were presented with a plaque. 
Congratulations to our 2015 Victorian 
Junior Indoor State Team most valuable 
players.

Most Valuable Players
U17 Girls’ White - Jemma Stokes
U17 Boys’ White - Michael Kuzminski
U17 Girls’ Blue - Rebecca Ingram
U17 Boys’ Blue - Patrick Bailouni
U19 Women’s Indoor - Phoebe Trembath
U19 Men’s Indoor - James Haythorne

The overall most valuable players for 
the entire Victorian junior State Team 
were presented with a plaque and 
personalised jacket.

Male MVP: Matthew Peck 
Female MVP: Mikaylah Faltyn

The Australian Junior Volleyball Championships was a long and tiring week for all involved, but definitely 
worth it! 

Success is never only shown on the court, it is shown with our presentation, with our dedication, with our 
sportsmanship, with our respect for each other and our opponents. This is what the Victorian state team 
program represents. Volleyball Victoria need to say a big thank you to the support staff, the family, friends 
and team managers who were the best support for which we could have asked. Victoria was represented by 
six teams and secured five medals, which is a fantastic effort.

2015 AJVC Medalists
-    U17 Girls Blue won Gold
-    U17 Girls White take tournament Silver to NZ, however are Gold as the highest ranking Australian team
-    U17 Boys Blue take Silver
-    U17 Boys White lost a tough five-setter to take Silver
-    U19 Women won Bronze 3-0
-    U19 Men went down in 5 in their Bronze medal play-off

A further congratulations goes to Victorian athletes who were selected in the All-Star 7
U17 Girls 
-    Alice Shaw
-    Rebecca Ingram
-    Carrie Van Rensburg
U17 Boys
-    Tobi Azeez
-    Levi Rodgers
U19 Women
-    Phoebe Trembath
-    Yasmin Tan

Volleyball Victoria Junior State Indoor Team Program

Australian Junior Volleyball Championships
27 September-3 October, 2015
Canberra, ACT
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Under 17 Girls Blue Under 17 Girls White

Under 19 Men Under 19 Women

Under 17 Boys Blue Under 17 Boys White
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Volleyball Victoria ABN 65 891 207 995
Committee's Report

For the year ended 31 December 2015

Your committee members submit the financial accounts of the Volleyball Victoria for the financial 
year ended 31 December 2015.

Committee Members
The names of committee members at the date of this report are:
Senator Stephen Conroy
Alan Hinchley
Brendan Fleiter
Luke Campbell
Paul Freckleton 
Ian Jenkins
Grant Hyde
Elizabeth Tupper
Cori Wilder

Principal Activities
The principal activities of the association during the financial year were: The promotion, control and 
management of volleyball in Victoria.

Significant Changes
No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year.

Operating Result
The deficit from ordinary activities after providing for income tax amounted to
      Year ended   Year ended
     31 December 2015  31 December 2014
       $    $
      (10,351.32)   149,109.35

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Members of the Committee on:

________________________________________________
Senator Stephen Conroy

_________________________________________________
Brendan Fleiter
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Volleyball Victoria ABN 65 891 207 995
Income and Expenditure Statement

For the year ended 31 December 2015

 2015   2014
 $   $Income

Affiliations & Associations Fees     188,228.80  182,186.61

Commissions Coaching & VCCC Fees    22,677.08  17,025.55

Junior Development Fees      103,259.85  66,549.84

State Teams Fees       232,808.30  234,037.85

Social VVI Competition Fees      63,898.00  49,313.33

State League  Fees       145,547.41  122,886.36

GMVA Program Fees       12,000.00  7,000.00

Sponsorship           68,727.27

SVC Beach Courts Fees      25,425.00  65,680.98

Government Grants       49,600.00  143,199.76

Interest received       5,256.05  4,041.70

Other income        59,337.44  40,409.63

Total income        908,037.93  1,001,058.88

Expenses
Advertising and promotion      14,040.00  4,256.53

Beach Volley Ball Expenses      839.45   47,327.64

Junior Development       211,434.17  205,509.28

Employment costs       355,852.15  329,260.80

Affiliations & Associations Expenses     77,426.37  51,029.81

Office expenses       43,966.92  56,439.63

Other Expenses -office      36,300.19  37,810.44

Rent on land & buildings         11,053.35

Social Competition costs      97,436.64  54,743.30

State Volley Ball Centre Expenses     18,422.25  27,932.66

School Events and Development     42,569.72  16,503.10

Sundry expenses -activities      20,101.39  10,082.99

Total expenses        918,389.25  851,949.53

Profit (loss) from ordinary activities before income tax  (10,351.32)  149,109.35

Income tax revenue relating to ordinary activities

Net profit (loss) attributable to the association   (10,351.32)  149,109.35

Total changes in equity of the association    (10,351.32)  149,109.35

Opening retained profits      367,220.52  218,111.17

Net profit (loss) attributable to the association   (10,351.32)  149,109.35

Closing retained profits      356,869.20  367,220.52
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Volleyball Victoria ABN 65 891 207 995
Detailed Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2015

Current Assets
Cash Assets
Cash at Bank           8,846.71
Bendigo Bank Account      350,366.74  377,858.86
Cash on hand        50.00   50.00
         350,416.74  386,755.57
Receivables
Trade debtors        44,665.00  7,671.00
         44,665.00  7,671.00
Current Tax Assets
GST payable control account      (4,930.00)  (10,371.00)
Input tax credit control account     6,112.00   5,617.00
         1,182.00   (4,754.00)
Total Current Assets       396,263.74  389,672.57

Non-Current Assets
Property, Plant and Equipment
Plant & equipment - at cost      79,032.00  79,032.00
Less: Accumulated depreciation     (75,902.00)  (75,902.00)
         3,130.00  3,130.00
Total Non-Current Assets      3,130.00  3,130.00
Total Assets        399,393.74  392,802.57

Current Liabilities
Payables
Unsecured:
Trade creditors       5,010.19   5,607.71
         5,010.19   5,607.71
Current Tax Liabilities
Amounts withheld from salary and wages    12,962.00  7,039.00
         12,962.00  7,039.00
Provisions
Provision for Annual Leave      15,137.92  10,435.34
Provision for Long Service Leave     9,414.43  2,500.00
         24,552.35  12,935.34
Total Current Liabilities      42,524.54  25,582.05
Total Liabilities       42,524.54  25,582.05
Net Assets        356,869.20  367,220.52

Members' Funds
Accumulated surplus (deficit)      356,869.20  367,220.52
Total Members' Funds      356,869.20  367,220.52

 2015   2014
 $   $
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Volleyball Victoria ABN 65 891 207 995
Notes to the Financial Statements

For the year ended 31 December 2015

Note 1:  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the financial reporting 
requirements of the Associations Incorporations Act . The committee has determined that the association is not a 
reporting entity.
The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historical costs and does not take 
into account changing money values or, except where specifically stated, current valuations of non-current assets.
The following significant accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous period unless otherwise 
stated, have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report.
(a)    Property, Plant and Equipment (PPE)
Leasehold improvements and office equipment are carried at cost less, where applicable, any accumulated 
depreciation.
The depreciable amount of all PPE is depreciated over the useful lives of the assets to the association 
commencing from the time the asset is held ready for use.
Leasehold improvements are amortised over the shorter of either the unexpired period of the lease or the 
estimated useful lives of the improvements.
(b)    Impairment of Assets
At the end of each reporting period, the entity reviews the carrying values of its tangible and intangible assets to 
determine whether there is any indication that those assets have been impaired. If such an indication exists, the 
recoverable amount of the asset, being the higher of the asset’s fair value less costs to sell and value in use, is 
compared to the asset’s carrying value. Any excess of the asset’s carrying value over its recoverable amount is 
expensed to the income statement.
(c)    Employee Benefits
Provision is made for the association’s liability for employee benefits arising from services rendered by employees 
to the end of the reporting period.  Employee benefits have been measured at the amounts expected to be paid 
when the liability is settled.
(d)    Cash and Cash Equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, deposits held at call with banks, and other short-term highly 
liquid investments with original maturities of three months or less.
(e)    Revenue and Other Income
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable after taking into account any 
trade discounts and volume rebates allowed. For this purpose, deferred consideration is not discounted to present 
values when recognising revenue.
Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest rate method, which for floating rate financial assets is 
the rate inherent in the instrument. Dividend revenue is recognised when the right to receive a dividend has been 
established.
Grant and donation income is recognised when the entity obtains control over the funds, which is generally at the 
time of receipt.
All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods and services tax (GST).
(f)    Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the amount of GST 
incurred is not recoverable from the Tax Office. In these circumstances, the GST is recognised as part of the 
cost of acquisition of the asset or as part of an item of the expense. Receivables and payables in the assets and 
liabilities statement are shown inclusive of GST.
(g)    Trade and Other Payables
Trade and other payables represent the liability outstanding at the end of the reporting period for goods and 
services received by the association during the reporting period, which remain unpaid. The balance is recognised 
as a current liability with the amounts normally paid within 30 days of recognition of the liability.
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Notes to the Financial Statements

For the year ended 31 December 2015

Note 2:  Revenue
Operating Activities:

Other sales revenue      793,844.44  813,407.79

Interest revenue      5,256.05  4,041.70

Other operating revenue:

Government Grants      49,600.00  143,199.76

Other income       59,337.44  40,409.63

        908,037.93  1,001,058.88

Note 3:  Cash assets
Bank accounts:

Cash at Bank          8,846.71

Bendigo Bank Account     350,366.74  377,858.86

Other cash items:

Cash on hand       50.00   50.00

        350,416.74  386,755.57

Note 4:  Receivables
Current

Trade debtors       44,665.00  7,671.00

        44,665.00  7,671.00

Note 5:  Property, Plant and Equipment
Plant and equipment:

- At cost       79,032.00  79,032.00

- Less: Accumulated depreciation    (75,902.00)  (75,902.00)

        3,130.00  3,130.00

        3,130.00  3,130.00

Note 6:  Payables
Unsecured:

- Trade creditors      5,010.19   5,607.71

        5,010.19   5,607.71

        5,010.19  5,607.71

Note 7:  Provisions
Current

Employee entitlements*     24,552.35  12,935.34

        24,552.35  12,935.34

* Aggregate employee entitlements liability   24,552.35  12,935.34

There were 8 employees at the end of the year

 2015   2014
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Volleyball Victoria ABN 65 891 207 995
Statement by Members of the Committee

For the year ended 31 December 2015

The Committee has determined that the association is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose 
financial report should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies outlined in Note 1 to the 
financial statements.

In the opinion of the Committee the Income and Expenditure Statement, Statement of Financial Position, and 
Notes to the Financial Statements:

1. Presents fairly the financial position of Volleyball Victoria as at 31 December 2015 and its performance for 
the year ended on that date.

2. At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the association will be able to 
pay its debts as and when they fall due.

This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Committee and is signed for and on behalf of 
the Committee by:

_________________________________________________

Senator Stephen Conroy

President

_________________________________________________

Brendan Fleiter

Director Officer 
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Volleyball Victoria ABN 65 891 207 995
Independent Auditor's Report to the Members

We have audited the accompanying financial report, being a special purpose financial report, of Volleyball 
Victoria (the association), which comprises the Statement by Members of the Committee, Income and 
Expenditure Statement, Balance Sheet, notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and 
other explanatory notes for the financial year ended 31 December 2015.

Committee's Responsibility for the Financial Report

The committee of Volleyball Victoria is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
report, and have determined that the basis of preparation described in Note 1 is appropriate to meet the 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 (Vic.) and is appropriate to meet the needs 
of the members.  The committee’s responsibilities also includes such internal control as the committee 
determine is necessary to enable the preparation and fair presentation of a financial report that is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on our audit. We have conducted 
our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.  Those Standards require that we comply 
with relevant ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance whether the financial report is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial report. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment 
of the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In making those 
risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the association's preparation and 
fair presentation of the financial report in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the association's 
internal control.  An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and 
the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the committee, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
audit opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Volleyball 
Victoria as at 31 December 2015 and its financial performance for the year then ended in accordance 
with the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the financial statements, and the requirements of the 
Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 (Vic.).

Basis of Accounting and Restriction on Distribution

Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to Note 1 to the financial statements, which describes 
the basis of accounting. The financial report has been prepared to assist Volleyball Victoria to meet the 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 (Vic.). As a result, the financial report may 
not be suitable for another purpose.

Signed on :

___________________________________________________

Mr Christopher Falkingham, Partner

Balance Corporation Pty Ltd

Suite 104, 424 Warrigal Road Heatherton VIC 3202
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Volleyball Victoria ABN 65 891 207 995
Certificate by Member of the Committee

For the year ended 31 December 2015

We Elizabeth Tupper and Grant Hyde of  270 Stud Rd, Dandenong North certify that:

a. We attended the annual general meeting of the association held on 17 April 2016.

b. The financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2015 were submitted to the members of 
the association at its annual general meeting.

Dated

_______________________

________________________________________________
Elizabeth Tupper 
Officer Director
(nominated delegate of Senator, The Hon Stephen Conroy)

_________________________________________________
Grant Hyde 
Officer Director
(nominated delegate of Brendan Fleiter)
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VVI Life Members 
Mr. Wolfgang Gollong*  1973
Mr. Arijs (Harry) Lozenicins* 1975
Mr. Argods (John) Fricsons* 1977
Mr. Karl Karner*   1977
Mr. Murray Mansfield  1982
Mr. Joe Hiller*   1983
Mr. Eric Hayman*   1992
Mr. Gabe Mauerhofer  1997
Mr. John Barker   1998
Mr. Bill Glasson*   1998
Mr. Russell Newman   1998
Mr. Tomas Santamaria  1998
Mr. Andrew Moorhouse  1998
Mr. Antti Veijalainen   1999 
Mr. Peter Hassell   2004
Mr. Tom Stevens   2004
Mr. Howard Williams  2004
Mr. George Mraz   2005
Mr. John Rosso*   2009
Mr. David Berry   2009
Mrs. Sue Hiller*   2011
Mr. Malcolm Qualtrough  2012
Mr. Tom Saario   2012
Ms Liz Pollock   2014

* Deceased

Volleyball Victoria Life Members




