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MISSION

To lead, grow and promote volleyball across Victoria

VISION

For volleyball to be a high-profile sport in Victoria and recognised as the 

leading volleyball state in Australia.

PURPOSE

1.  To create a framework for clubs, athletes, coaches, officials, and 

     volunteers to contribute and grow

2.  To create pathways for participation and excellence in volleyball 

3.  Showcase the health, lifestyle and social benefits of volleyball 

VALUES

•  Inclusivity 

•  Integrity 

•  Pride 

•  Respect 

•  Commitment

STRATEGIC PILARS (2015 - 2017)

Participation: Offer the best programs and events which improve the 

overall experience of our participation

Profile: Promote the sport effectively to create a high level of engagement 

both on and off the court

Pathways: Create pathways for every player, coach and official to achieve 

excellence according to their desires and abilities 

Sustainability: Provide a stable and viable association through effective 

business practices and sound financial management

WELCOME &
OVERVIEW
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The Hon Stephen Conroy
”... Board decision to create greater opportunities for regional athletes in
State Team colours was widely heralded by many”

Volleyball Victoria Inc (VV) reports a successful 2016 and strong progress of the 2015-2017 
Strategic Plan, including growth in membership and event participation, high rates of member 
satisfaction, new and renewing affiliations, and a solid financial result supporting organisational 
sustainability.

A snapshot of the 2016 Strategic Plan measures are provided below:

PARTICIPATION

a.   Goal - 75% participant satisfaction with programs and events

 Outcome – 81% of all respondents and 96% of non-neutral

 respondents were satisfied or very satisfied

b. Goal – 10% growth in membership (4,005 baseline)

 Outcome – 16% growth (4,663 actual)

PATHWAYS

a.   Goal - 80% of players, coaches, and officials have access to their aspirational objective

 Outcome – 412 athletes trial for State Teams (beach & indoor) up from 220 baseline.
 217 athletes represent Victoria.

 Outcome – 27 State Team coach expressions of interest received up from 23 baseline.

PROFILE

a.   Goal – 20% increase in participant and stakeholder engagement.

 Outcome - 

SUSTAINABILITY

a.   Goal – 100% compliance with Consumer Affairs Victoria

 Outcome – 100% compliance with annual report and audited finances
 reported in appropriate timeframe.

b.   Goal - Achieve annual budget within 5% variance (Budget $9,807.80 profit).

 Outcome – Budget exceeded

PRESIDENT'S
REPORT

2016 target 2016 actual

Newsletter subscriptions (self-subscribed p/a) 57 44

Newsletter subscriptions (total) 6,459 8,029

Website page views (average per month) 20,547 18,495

Social media engagement (FB + Twitter) 5,110 5,214
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The Board operated at a high level throughout 2016 and continued to utilise co-option powers to enhance the existing 
skillset.  A number of strategic and structural decisions were made that provided positive outcomes for the organisation and 
members, such as supporting an increase in Volleyball Victoria entries to the Australian Junior Volleyball Championships, 
continuing to lead a national response to Sporting Schools, and support for national schemes.

INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Women's Grand Prix - BENDIGO

Bendigo Volleyball Association played host to the 2016 FIVB Women’s Grand Prix.  Ably led by president, John Sheen, and 
one of the State’s more experienced officials, Murray Mansfield, Bendigo VA and was well-placed to meet the demands 
of world class women’s volleyball.  International women’s volleyball has experienced a considerable hiatus from Australia 
and the inclusion of Croatia and Cuba was a coup for the hostcity, Bendigo.

The Victorian volleyball community made the most of this opportunity and attended both the practice matches that took 
place at State Volleyball Centre and the FIVB Women’s Grand Prix held in Bendigo in good numbers.

Australian Volleyball League

Victoria was once again well represented in the Australian Volleyball League by University Blues and the VVA Vultures. 
Finals were held in Melbourne with the VVA Vultures securing bronze in the Men’s competition, replicating the performance 
of their 2015 Women’s Team.

The story of the season though was without doubt the unprecedented success of the Uni Blues’ Women who delivered a 
dominant grand final performance defeating the Qld Pirates, 3-0. This result secured for Blues their fourth consecutive title. 
It is almost out of character for the Blues to present such a grand final score line, but such was the completeness of their 
game that they provided no opportunity for the Pirates.

Nationally, we remained an active Member State, providing leadership in the achievement of a national insurance program 
and continuing to lobby for a contemporary membership finance model.  Success was achieved on the latter with an 
acknowledgement of the Victorian model by Volleyball Australia and a commitment to create a flexible flat fee model given 
at the May stakeholder meeting.  This model whilst not yet complete, continued to be worked through in the late stages of 
2016, with implementation expected in 2017.

State Teams

The Volleyball Victoria State Beach Team competed the first of the national junior championships in April at GLENELG 
BEACH, SA. Victoria placed second in the Andy Burdin Shield with one Gold, two Silver, and four Bronze medals.  A very 
good result for the State program and a reflection of the improving relationship with the beach community.

PRESIDENT'S
REPORT

PRESIDENT'S
REPORT cont.
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In September-October, the Volleyball Victoria State Indoor Team competed in COOMERA, Qld, and achieved a third 
placing.  Ultimately, the placing flattered the outcome with Qld and SA well ahead overall. The program was cruelled by 
injury and close results that could have so easily told a very different story than the three Silver and two Bronze medals 
secured. 

The Board decision to create greater opportunities for regional athletes in State Team colours was widely heralded by 
many.  In an effort to improve the delivery of the Program, late in 2016 the Board commenced a review, with the outcomes 
to be delivered in early 2017.

OFFICE & BOARD

In late 2016, we farewelled Heidi Smith after six years of service, on behalf of the Board and the Office, I take this 
opportunity to thank Heidi for her service to the volleyball community.  Heidi has been
a wonderful servant of the game and has been particularly integral in the growth of the sport
in recent times.

In concluding, I would like to thank our government partners, Sport & Recreation Victoria, for their continued support, our 
valued commercial partners, and Volleyball Australia.

I would also like to once again thank the Office: Geoff, Lina, Heidi, Rebecca, and Ash, and to part-timer Emmeline, and 
new Member Services Coordinator, Victoria for all their contributions.

Finally, I wish to thank my fellow Directors for all their hard work and support.  I make special mention of Al Hinchley, who 
concluded his tenure on the Board at the 2015 AGM. Al was then Officer Director (formerly Vice President) and had been 
a strong advocate on the Board, he brought practical knowledge and great empathy for the member, while bridging the 
indoor and beach communities.

I would also like to welcome Lyndall Hunter, who was co-opted after the AGM and brings considerable corporate experience 
to the Board. The Board looks forward to continuing to grow the sport of volleyball in the future.

The Hon Stephen Conroy

PRESIDENT'S
REPORT cont.
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Affiliate associations, State League clubs, and individual members engaged in healthy discussion 
immediately as the forum commenced in discussion of the prospect of constitutional reform.  
Limitations exist with the current VV Rules of Association and it is important that we found our 
organisation on a set of principles and rules that better supports the needs of a 21st century State 
Sporting Association.

Consultation continued with affiliates and other stakeholders as we sought to revise the VV Rules 
of Association and determine the need for change.  It was apparent that the current scope of 
membership limits the practicality of work in the daily sport environment.  The Board has sought to 
gain a mandate for change.

The extension of voting rights became a significant focus during the Stakeholder forum in April and 
this was an ideal scenario to explore the need for a range of benefits across a variety of important 
stakeholders, including existing affiliates, clubs, private providers, and schools, without necessarily 
shifting the voting base.

Following consultation with affiliates in a number of forums in 2016, VV will seek to bring forward 
changes with the consensus of members at the 2017 AGM.

Volleyroos in Melbourne

Once again VV played host to the helloworld Volleyroos on the international stage, with the National 
Women’s Team in camp at the State Volleyball Centre in preparation for the 2016 FIVB Women’s 
Grand Prix.  The helloworld Volleyroos were joined by Croatia, against whom they would compete 
in Bendigo in the Grand Prix, New Zealand, and the University of New Mexico. VV considers it an 
honour to be chosen as the host for this camp.

”... The need for a range of benefits across a variety of important 

stakeholders, including existing affiliates, clubs, private providers, and 
schools”

The organisation enjoyed a year of strong performance; making considerable progress on the 
Strategic Plan, overseeing growth in participation and membership, and reporting a solid financial 
result.

Annual General Meeting & Stakeholder Forum

A strong attendance from the membership enjoyed a succinct Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
with Alan Hinchley, outgoing Officer Director (Vice President), taking the chair in lieu of Senator, 
The Hon Stephen Conroy.  The President was unavailable due to commitments to Parliament, an 
unfortunate cost of the quality of governance we enjoy.  Though that situation was rectified later in 
the year!

The key Board outcomes from the AGM were the unopposed re-election of Elizabeth Tupper, 
Brendan Fleiter, and Luke Campbell.  Significant contributors to the Board who bring a range of 
valuable expertise.

GENERAL MANAGER'S
REPORT
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The Board approved a proposal from the Office to conduct two exhibition matches between the helloworld Volleyroos and 
Croatia as fundraising activities for the Australian Women’s Grand Prix campaign.  The matches were a major success 
generating $6,700 with VV, on behalf the Victorian volleyball community, the single biggest donor to the campaign.

This result exceeded all expectations, reflecting the generous spirit and genuine support for the Women’s helloworld 
Volleyroos that exists in Victoria and was a wonderful complement to the Schools Cup – One Day event which was hosted 
at the venue during this time. I commend Ash Camac, Events and Competitions Coordinator, for his vision and hard work 
in enabling the success of this activity.

Victorian Country Volleyball Championships

Latrobe Valley Volleyball Inc hosted the annual Victorian Country Volleyball Championships in conjunction with the VCVC 
Commission, and on behalf of Volleyball Victoria.  The Championships this year coincided with the 50th anniversary of the 
Latrobe Valley Association and provided a wonderful platform for both activities.  Incorporating Life Members and other 
local dignitaries, Susan Lloyd, Dan Anderson, and the entire LVVI Committee are to be commended for the manner in 
which they integrated these celebrations.

CRM and national database

We have been invited by Volleyball Australia, in addition to Qld and SA, to join with the remaining Member States in utilising 
a nationally-preferred customer relationship management solution.  Based in Perth and with considerable experience 
working with Volleyball WA, Fortix currently provides a membership database, communications, and eWAY facility (financial 
transactions) and with the potential for additional modules, such as an e-learning platform.

At this time, VV is contracted to SportsTG (formerly Fox Sports Pulse) and will undertake an assessment of options before 
making a recommendation to the Board.  The assessment process will include consultation with affiliates regarding needs 
and impact of change.

Heidi Smith departs, Victoria Ellis arrives

After six years in various roles at Volleyball Victoria, Heidi Smith has determined to pursue her career beyond the horizon of 
volleyball, though coincidentally, she has taken on a role with SportsTG, our current database and competition management 
system provider.

As many affiliates would know, Heidi retains considerable knowledge of the VV customer relationship management system, 
establishing herself as the font of all knowledge regarding the website and database.  Under her supervision, VV introduced 
a number of progressive initiatives that create a legacy for volleyball, including the online member registration and affiliate 
member management systems.

I take this opportunity to once again thank Heidi for her dedication, both in and out of the Office. 

In November, the Office welcomed Victoria Ellis to the role of Member Services Coordinator.  Victoria comes to the role 
with three critical characteristics: a high standard of customer service, a wealth of experience in database and customer 
relationship management systems, and a keen desire to learn and share.  We have been very fortunate to secure Victoria’s 
services.

We welcome Victoria and look forward to her growing into the role and bringing her already evident enthusiasm and 
positivity to the volleyball.

GENERAL MANAGER'S
REPORT cont.
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Australian Volleyball League

VV would like to take this opportunity to congratulate both Uni Blues and VVA Vultures on their respective successes in 
the Australian Volleyball League.  Perhaps only Queensland can challenge Victoria for the depth of talent and quality of 
proving ground evidenced by these results.

VVA Vultures secured a bronze medal for the second consecutive year, with their Men’s Team defeating Adelaide Storm to 
back-up the achievements of the Women’s Team in 2015.

In the Women’s competition Uni Blues have crowned an undefeated season collecting gold defeating Queensland 
Pirates.  Uni Blues Women not only defended, but in winning, claimed their fourth title in as many years; an unprecedented 
achievement in Australian Volleyball League history.

Congratulations and all credit to Shannon Winzer and her Team, and to the hard work behind the scenes of Rosemary 
Bissett, KC Chong, and Gus Cirillo.  In addition, to a number of VV familiars, Rebecca Walter, Luke Campbell, and Mick 
Stevens for their individual contributions.

State Teams

The VV State Teams achieved contrasting results at the Australian Junior Beach and Australian Junior Volleyball 
Championships. The success of the Beach Team in securing second place in the Andy Burdin Shield could not be 
matched or bettered by the Indoor Team, who finished well back in third place for the President’s Cup.

On a positive, the decision to seek greater Team entries within the Indoor program effectively tripled the size of the VV State 
Team delegation and garnered considerable praise from within the Victorian volleyball community. This decision was not 
taken lightly, but did create considerably more work in the Office, primarily for the State Team Program Manager.  Planning 
commenced in 2016 for strategies to help alleviate this stress in future.

Once again, I extend thanks to all coaching personnel and to the families and friends for their continued and tireless 
support. To Team personnel, including Team managers and medical support, and VV staff member, Rebecca Walter, 
thanks also for your efforts in support of the Teams and the time and effort you have committed.

Thanks

I would like to thank the Board for their support and contribution to the sport, and the staff: Lina, Rebecca, Heidi, Victoria, 
Ash, and Emmeline for their hard work and long hours.

Geoff Rietschel

GENERAL MANAGER'S
REPORT cont.
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Brendan Fleiter
”... a sustainable financial position to continue the development of volleyball 

in Victoria”

After budgeting for a modest surplus in 2016 our Association achieved a profit for the year, the 
audited financial result being a surplus of $95,326.

Income was up on 2015 across almost all areas, and in particular, membership and event entries, 
government grants, Sporting Schools, and a tripling in size of the State Team program. These 
increased were offset to some extent by increases in corresponding expenses.  Overall revenue 
was up 44% and expenses 32%.

While the result exceeds our budgeted surplus, it demonstrates a return to results achieved in 2013 
and 2014 and maintains reserves at the target 35% of turnover.

FINANCE
REPORT

Volleyball Victoria Country Championships Commission 
Chairman  Mr Murray Mansfield 
Member  Mr Howard Williams 
Member  Mr David Berry 
Member  Mr Rob Straube 
Member  Ms Susan Lloyd (Invited) 
Staff   Mr Geoff Rietschel 

Volleyball Victoria Referee's Commission  
Secretary     Ms Liz Pollock 
Referee Course Coordinator   Brian Neal
State League Coordinator  Phong Nguyen
Staff     Rebecca Walter

Volleyball Victoria Coache's Commission 
Member  Mr Brian Scott 
Member  Ms Sue Rice 
Member  Mr Luke Campbell 
Staff   Ms Rebecca Walter

Our budget for 2017 is for a surplus of $10,000. We have a solid and increasing membership base with membership 
fees retained at 2016 levels. Event entries and event income are also growing and a consolidation of Sporting Schools 
with greater association capacity is expected to grow revenue while investment in labour to grow programs is unlikely to 
show returns in the first year of investment.

Greater direct investment has commenced with subsidies to education courses, further support for junior programs, and 
regional development roles being introduced.

We have no debt and a strong cash position. Our Association is in a sustainable financial position to continue the 
development of volleyball in Victoria.

COMMISSIONS
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FINANCE
REPORT

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

OFFICE STAFF

The Honourable Stephen Conroy
President

Elizabeth Tupper
Vice President

Brendan Fleiter
Director Officer

Luke Campbell
Ordinary Member

Grant Hyde
Co-opted Member

Paul Freckleton
Ordinary Member

Cori Wilder
Co-opted Member

Ian Jenkins
Ordinary Member

Lyndall Hunter
Co-opted Member

Mr Geoff Rietschel
General Manager 

Ms Heidi Smith
Media, Communications & Sponsorship Coordinator (Resigned Oct, 2016)

Ms Rebecca Walter
Development Coordinator & State Team Program Manager

Mr Ashley Camac
Events & Competitions Coordinator 

Ms Lina Zappia
Accounts & Office Manager (Part-time) 

Ms Victoria Ellis
Member Services Coordinator (Appointed November 2016)

Ms Emmeline Ashley
Development Support Officer (Casual) 
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MEMBERSHIP/
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MEMBERSHIP/
PARTICIPATION CONT.
SOCIAL MEDIA

COACHES & REFEREES

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/VolleyballVictoria

3,223 likes

TWITTER
@Volleyball_VIC

301 followers

INSTAGRAM
@VolleyballVictoria

700 followers

YOUTUBE
youtube.com/VolleyballVictoria

152 subscribers | 15,682 views

TOTAL NEW COACHES 2016 = 208
LEVEL 1 COACHES

154

LEVEL 2 COACHES

54

TOTAL NEW REFEREES 2016 = 338
LEVEL 1 REFEREES

293

LEVEL 2 REFEREES

45
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AFFILIATE
REPORTS
Bendigo Volleyball Association

This year started pretty much as all domestic seasons start except for 
a conversation with Volleyball Australia regarding the opportunity for the 
Bendigo Volleyball Association to host a round of the FIVB World Grand 
Prix of Volleyball, Group 3, which would include the Australian Womens 
team in June this year.

The potential for this event to be held in Bendigo required cooperation 
from the Bendigo Stadium, the City of Greater Bendigo and the State 
Government of Victoria. The BVA provided the all-important boots on the 
ground and all manner of volunteer personnel.

The end of the three-day event saw much praise for our association. It 
highlights the individual and combined efforts and skills of our experience 
as an association with the members that support the BVA continually, 
and the many others who assisted with all facets of this high standard of 
event who gave up their own time to support international teams. Bronwyn 
James excelled with the training and presentation of Field of Play Court 
Personnel, a fact acknowledged by the Head referee for the International 
event, Mr Sun. 

The Country Champs held in the La Trobe Valley this year saw MD1 
achieve silver and our Womens team 5th Letitia Lahtz making all-star 
selection. Thank you to Matt Gordon and Casey Dutton for taking on the 
coaching roles and to all the parents who assisted through the three days. 
It was truly appreciated.

Continuing our association with The Bendigo Academy of Sport has 
once again delivered some wonderful results with many of the Academy 
students achieving representation at a State, and even National level. My 
thanks to all the coaches and administration for their ongoing commitment 
to achieving excellence.

Once again we have staged two local based Major tournaments that 
attracted near capacity entries from many parts of the state. Geoff Adcock 
managed a very successful Junior Dragon City.

A very big thank you to Jenny Brown for her tireless efforts with both this 
tournament and our Senior Dragon City, just concluded, and the same for 
our usual band of volunteers for both events.

I look forward to the ongoing discussions with Volleyball Victoria regarding 
Pathways to Participation in Juniors with Initiatives supported by VVL.

The vision for 2017 looks at opportunities for a Bendigo Stadium Limited 
supported State League team. At this stage our proposal is before 
the Bendigo Stadium board for discussion, with feedback due in early 
December.

The redevelopment of the Bendigo Stadium is well and truly under way 
and with recent rain delays the completion of these works may not be 
expected until early 2018.

In conclusion, I would like to thank Tom Stevens for another year 
as competition director along with Murray Mansfield, our Referees 
Commission Chair, both integral to our domestic competition.  Thank you 
to Scott Ross, who ensures our Media is current and accurate and our 
Facebook page covers all our relevant issues and events.

Thank you also to Allan Andrews for his diligence and awareness in 
regards to the Association finances and to Laura Roberts in her first year 
as secretary.

Lastly my thanks to Board for the ongoing work and dedication to our 
Association and the efforts they all put in and the support to me in my role 
as President.

John Sheen
BVA President 2016

Croydon & Districts Volleyball Association

Following the rebuilding year of 2015, Croydon Volleyball started our 
pathways offering programs such as SpikeZone and Junior Development 
Training through to our social competition and the Croydon 36’s state 
league club.  Our SpikeZone and Junior Development programs ran 
in each of the four school terms and by the end of the year we were 
seeing 40 kids at each session.  This has allowed us to develop some of 
our members into coaches, and we are now further developing our own 
coaching program to support all our activities.

The Croydon 36’s entered three teams into State League, with a Men’s, 
Women’s and Junior Girl’s team.  We were proud to support Volleyball 
Victoria in the re-establishment of the Junior Girl’s division, and our girls 
had a great time being introduced to the sport of Volleyball.  All our teams 
made it to the finals with both the Men’s and Junior Girl’s progressing to the 
second week.  The club plan is to continue to grow, and the pre-season 
for 2017 started with an overwhelming interest.  Our club philosophies 
match the values of the association and we put the fun, commitment and 
attitude ahead of volleyball skills in the selection of club members.

The mainstay of Croydon Volleyball is the Social Competition, which 
continues to run on Tuesday and Thursday nights for a Winter and Summer 
season, all year round except in January.  The women’s competition on 
a Tuesday night continues to grow, and now attracts other state league 
clubs giving them then chance to have practice games.  We have over 
400 members that play games each week in nearly 50 different teams.

For the first time in many years, CDVA hosted a Volleyball Tournament, the 
Maroondah Volleyball Tournament.  Croydon Volleyball saw a real need for 
a high-quality Melbourne Metropolitan based tournament, something that 
country associations do well, but was missing in Melbourne.

Our tournament provided a great chance for state league teams to 
play after the conclusion of the state league season in September.  We 
provided various divisions covering Mens, Womens, Mixed, Junior Boys 
and Junior Girls.  Despite the unfortunate requirement to swap venues 
mid-tournament, we managed to run a very successful and fun tournament 
and hope to improve on this in 2017.

2016 finished off with a visit to HE Parker Reserve in Heathmont, where the 
Victoria State Government announced additional funding to the federal 
governments for a new multi-sport indoor facility.  The facility will have 
primary users being Netball and Volleyball, and we look forward to the 
centre being built in 2017/18.

2017 marks the 40th anniversary of Croydon Volleyball, and we plan to 
celebrate this achievement with a dinner in September and later that 
month our Maroondah Volleyball Tournament.

To everyone involved with CDVA, from the committee to the volunteers, 
referees, coaches, parents and players we thank you for your support. 

Chris Gordon
President
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AFFILIATE
REPORTS cont.
Dandenong Volleyball Club

Looking back over 2016, the Dandenong Volleyball Club  set out with 
high expectations to drive improvement across all facets of the Club. This 
included success on as well as those off the court with the primary focus 
being on developing junior players, coaches and Club culture.

The first goal was to build and set up a strong committee to enable us to 
drive all the initiatives planned for the year. 

After reaching out to the DVC members and players, the Club was able 
to more than double the number of committee members, growing from 6 
to 13.  New committee members were made up of existing players who 
had energetically volunteered their time to help the Club. They have been 
great additions to the group, bringing new ideas and a fresh look on the 
direction of the Club. They have led and organised many social and Club 
events such as the end of season Awards night.

With the strong ongoing partnership with the Keysborough Secondary 
College, the Club successfully introduced its Junior Development 
program. This involved 20 junior players and 3 coaches and the entry two 
Division 3 teams within the 2016 State League season. This is a proud 
achievement for the Club to have been at the start of these young player’s 
volleyball playing future in the sport. 

The Club’s regular Social and Beginner Volleyball program continues 
to go from strength to strength. From week to week, it attracted new 
volleyballers of all age and skills in the Greater Dandenong region.

Numbers swelled beyond the capacity of the training venue, resulting in 
the need to allocate more time and coaches to the program.

The growth in interest and players in 2016 has also led to the need to 
develop the Club’s coaching and support staff. In 2016, the Club sent 5 
current players to the Foundation coaching course allowing them to begin 
their personal development as coaches to support the sport’s future.

Goals for the VVL season were set high at the start of the year, but final 
results were mixed. The Women’s team entered into the Reserve division 
for the first time and proved themselves to be very competitive. The Men’s 
teams had several missed opportunities and close encounters over the 
year and hope to use the experience to propel them in 2017. A highlight 
for the Club was David Pham’s recognition as the Men’s Division 2 MVP 
of the year!

All signs are pointing in the right direction for the Club and we hope to 
build upon the momentum in 2017.

PASSION, MATESHIP & RESPECT
Dandenong Volleyball Club

Eastern Metropolitan Volleyball Association

Eastern Metropolitan Volleyball Association (EMVA) had another consistent 
year in 2016 and we welcomed some new teams. This provided an added 
level of competition for the existing teams. EMVA encourages participation 
from multicultural communities and we are fortunate to have had several 
new teams from diverse ethnic backgrounds join us in both the Men’s 
and Women’s competitions. The year finished with solid numbers in both 
competitions.

I would like to recognise the contribution of Wallabies Vets, Wallabies Blue 
and Blockheads as long-serving teams in the competition without whom 
there would be no EMVA.

I would also like to extend my appreciation to Wallace Esera (Women’s 
competition referee), Willie Cornelis and Ron Wilmann (Men’s competition 
referees), Sim Brown (filling in as Hall Manager for the Men’s competition) 
and Darryl Selleck (EMVA Secretary) for their hard work during the year.
 
2017 will mark the 50th anniversary of the formation of the competition 
and we have some ideas about celebrating this important milestone.

Arthur Sliwinski
EMVA President

Eastside Hawks Women's Volleyball Club

Not quite as many accolades for Eastside Hawks Women in 2016 but if 
there’s one achievement that’s worth a season of hard work, it’s a medal 
in Junior State League. Our tiny in size and very young in age Junior 
Girls team performed splendidly all season under the guidance of Kelly 
Marsh and Kisha Filipaina to earn a well-deserved Grand Final berth. On 
the day, they came up against a stronger and Gold Medal worthy Yarra 
Ranges side, and were defeated in three sets but it was a great game and 
signified a strong future for Hawks Women. Proudly, our Reserves and 
Division 2 Blue teams also qualified for finals but both team’s quest came 
to a halt in the Semi/Preliminary Finals.

Junior development was a key feature of 2016, with under 17 players 
featuring in all of our teams, Premiers, Reserves, Division 2 (two teams) as 
well as the Junior team.

We were also strongly represented at the highest level. Shae Sloane held 
the Captaincy of the Volleyroos for a second year and was accompanied 
in the National Squad by Rhiannon Watt. In the younger age bracket, 
Caitlyn Waterfall securely held her spot as Setter in her age groups 
National Junior Development Squad.

Meanwhile back at State League, Pertice Fatchen didn’t quite pull off her 
fourth Reserves MVP, but was once again on the leader board.

Perhaps the team that derives the most accolade for 2016 however is our 
Coaching Team, once again led by Sue Rice as Head/Premiers Coach.

It was a very enthusiastic welcome that greeted old Hawks rival Simone 
Brown (of Fairhills), when she arrived at the club to coach Reserves this 
year. Welcome aboard Sim! Also, we were fortunate enough to have 
Assistant Coaches for most teams, and when Sim’s busy life interrupted 
her volleyball duties Dave Pollock was there to take the reins for Reserves. 
Division 2 Blue was coached by Eboni Bashford in her first year of coaching, 
assisted by Tina Filipaina, and Cori Wilder and Emmeline Ashley shared 
the coaching role for Division 2 Red, with the aforementioned Katie and 
Kisha managing our junior Girls Team. Thank you to all and also to Josie 
Corbett who helped out wherever needed with our development coaching 
throughout the year.

This year saw the cessation of our alliance with Latrobe Valley who entered 
and achieved great success with their own Premiers team this year for the 
first time ever. However, our membership numbers continued to flourish 
with a slight growth on 2015.

Once again as always, a big thank you to our committee, and we all look 
forward to continuing to support and grow Volleyball in 2017.

Ally Babbage
President
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Greater Melbourne Volleyball Academy

2016 was another exciting year at Greater Melbourne Volleyball Academy 
(GMVA). All our programs were full which lead to great training numbers 
and very energetic sessions for the athletes and coaches.

We had 122 athletes and 14 coaches work across 7 programs weekly on 
Monday through Friday.

Our Youth program (years 7-8) grew again, which was fantastic, and 21 
athletes were promoted to the Junior program for 2017, which is the whole 
idea of our pathway.

Once again GMVA athletes were very well represented in the new and 
expanded Victorian State Team run exceptionally by Volleyball Victoria. 
We have over 80 athletes selected to play for Victoria across the beach 
and indoor programs along with numerous coaches.

Internationally our athletes abroad continued kicking goals at college, 
professional and national team level. Jordan Richards was our standout 
male athlete, gaining a starting position with the Men’s Volleyroos in World 
League. On the female side, Kelly Lean was our shining light signing 
with an NCAA Division 1 University and making selection the in Women’s 
Volleyroos greater squad.

It was a big year for athletes heading off to experience college volleyball in 
the USA and Canada with Brooke Freckleton, Katie Marsh, Laura Embry, 
Matt Peck, Harry Byrne, Alek Ryan and James Haythorne all departing for 
their first year abroad. We also had another professional debutant in 2016, 
Gerrard Lipscombe graduated from GCU in the USA and is now playing 
professional volleyball in Switzerland. This takes our totals to 23 at College 
and 5 playing professional volleyball.

Back home the GMVA Centre of Excellence (CoE), formally GMVA Full 
Time, entered its second year with 5 fulltime athletes and another 5 casual 
trainers. Add to that, Volleyroos’ Thomas Hodges and Jordan Richards 
training at the CoE when in Melbourne, it was a fantastic step forward 
for the program. The CoE played in the Maribyrnong Championships, 
Western Region Championships, and the Croydon Championships 
coming away undefeated in all 3 tournaments.

The GMVA Youth squad played in the Croydon Championships and the 
Junior, Senior, & Pro squads all played in the Mornington Open with our 
Senior/Pro boys winning and the Senior Girls runners up.
2017 has begun with an influx of brilliant young and talented athletes 
that we look forward to helping along their journey in the great sport of 
volleyball.

A big thanks to RollsPack, our major sponsor and Orgran, VolleyUSA, 
Integrate Training, Acceleration Melbourne, Volleyball Victoria, Point of 
Relief and Volleyball Australia for their support of GMVA.

Luke Campbell
Director

La Trobe Valley Volleyball 

What a 50th birthday celebration Latrobe Valley Volleyball Inc had over 
the past year. 

• We had our most successful year ever with hosting the 2016 
Victorian Country Volleyball Championships in June where we won 
Gold for Division 1 Men and Women, and for Division 2 women we 
won Gold and Silver. 

• We hosted international matches and training sessions between 
Australia and New Zealand women’s teams. 

• We successfully negotiated with VVI for our Latrobe Valley women’s 
team to gain entry in their own right into the State League Premiers 
and Reserves Division.  Our Premiers Women’s side came forth and 
qualified for the finals in their first season with Rebecca Walter gaining 
All Star Selection. Our LV men through the alliance between Eastside 
and LVVI came forth in the Reserves division with Andrew Burgess 
coming runner up for Most Valuable Player.  

• For our first time ever we successfully hosted 2 rounds of
State League. 

• In December, we housed, fed and hosted 170 young women 
volleyballers from across Australia for the Junior Australian Camp. 

All of these efforts were successful because of the countless hours of 
dedication from our volleyball community who volunteered their time 
to assist, cater, organise, referee, coach and promote volleyball to our 
community. Our 50th birthday was also celebrated with a gala night at 
one of our local venues where we acknowledged our life members, our 
current and past elite players, our committee and volunteers. We also 
acknowledged the dedication and commitment from Ian Burgess and 
Howard Williams who we awarded our inaugural “Legend Awards”. 

We continue to develop our players and coaches and want to celebrate 
and acknowledge;

2016 LVVI National & State Representatives
 
National Indoor:
Monica Harasimiuk, Alice Shaw, Rebecca Ingram (Maffra – LV VVL Player).

State Indoor:
Jesse Lawton, Ainsley White, Jemma Stokes (Lakes Entrance – LV VVL Player), 
Hannah Bennett (Maffra – LV VVL Player), Alice Shaw, Monica Harasimiuk, 
Glenn Trembath (Coach), Aaron Magnuson (Coach).

National Beach:
Rebecca Ingram (Maffra – LV VVL Player).

Vic Beach Representatives:
Monica Harasimiuk, Meg McIntosh (Maffra – LV VVL Player), Joey Rodda, 
Clinton Rodda (Coach).
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Volleyball Horsham

A big year for Volleyball Horsham highlighted by our 40th anniversary 
dinner, which saw over 120 people attend a great night of reminiscing 
and achievements.

At the dinner 24 past and present members were inducted into the 
Volleyball Horsham Hall Of Fame, while three were elevated to Legend 
status. The reaction on these people’s faces was priceless and went a 
long way towards vindicating the time and effort put into the event.

The Hall Of Fame looks like this:-
Mick Stirrat  Tess Yeo  Jenny Chaston
Robert Block Alan Cleaver Rodney Berry
David Abud Darren Franks Neti Iese
Tim Popple Rhys Alexander Angela McIntyre
Loki McIntyre Geoff Dunmore Mandy McIntyre
Tim Ladlow  David Berry Matthew Berry
Lachie Robinson Cam Robinson Jess Radford
Chris Radford Lucy Alexander Siobhan Robinson

Elevated to Legend status were David Abud, Darren Franks and David 
Berry.

The following day saw the Legends take on the youngsters in both men’s 
and women’s matches and while the old guys held their own for the first 
half, the youngsters ended up coming out on top. But to see the likes of 
Abud, Franks, Popple, Baker, the Berry boys and Iese on the court at the 
same time again was priceless.

The Association hosted the AVL match between Uni Blues and Adelaide 
Storm and once again we showed just how well it can be done in the 
country. While the spectator numbers weren’t as high as expected, 
the quality of play and the job our members performed throughout the 
weekend cannot be faulted.

Teams from the Association performed well at various events around the 
state. Our division one girls won silver at the Country Champs in one of the 
best women’s matches ever seen. The girls can certainly hold their heads 
high playing quality volleyball against quality opposition. The division one 
boys weren’t so lucky losing the bronze medal match. The St Brigid’s boys 
won bronze at National Schools Cup and also qualified for SSV finals for 
the first time and won the junior boys division at the Horsham Tournament. 

The Association had 12 players represent Victoria – up from one the year 
before. The decision made by Volleyball Victoria and Volleyball Australia 
to readmit development teams into the National Juniors was welcomed 
and it proved why it was such a dumb decision to drop them two years 
earlier when the Vic West U15 girls got a silver medal. It just goes to show 
what we can achieve in the country. All we need is a fair go. Well done to 
Tim Popple and Kara Johnson on coaching at the championships.

Players to represent Victoria were:-
Jayden McQueen U19 White  Chloe Brown U19 White
Jordan Weidemann U17 West  Eadie Garth-Lindsay U17 West
Laelah Robertson U15 West  Cleo Baker U15 West
Will Brennan U15 West  Aidan O’Connor U15 West
John Kearns U15 West  Will Saligari U15 West 
Alex Baker U15 West  Otto Maroske U15 West

Volleyball Horsham is looking forward to hosting the Country Champs 
this year. An enthusiastic committee has been working hard behind the 
scenes to ensure the event is another successful one.

David Berry.

Victoria University Volleyball Club

2016 was a year of growth for the Victoria University Volleyball Club with 
many achievements for our athletes and coaches.

At the start of State League, we expanded our team entries from five; 
Men’s and Women’s Premier, Men’s Reserves and Women’s Reserves and 
Men’s Division 2 in 2015 with two more in 2016; Women’s Division 2 and 
Women’s Division 3.

• We secured a generous equipment grant from VicHealth where we 
were able to purchase brand new volleyballs and safety equipment.

• We increased our junior members by serving as a feeder from 
Victorian Volleyball Academy training to Division 3 State League 
Volleyball competition experience.

• We hosted a State League Premier match at our home venue of 
Victoria University, which proved popular with support from members.

• Our Reserves teams had a large contingent of players from 
Warrnambool, proving our strong alliance with the Warrnambool 
Volleyball Association. The team showed strong dedication by making 
the long journey from Warrnambool each week to attend games.

• Division 2 and 3 Women joined forces to enter an U/17 team into 
various metropolitan and country tournaments. The girls won gold at 
the Geelong Junior Tournament in July and Maroondah Tournament 
in September. 

• Our Premier Women and Division 2 men made finals consecutive 
years in a row.

The experience and knowledge of coach George Santamaria assisted 
the Women’s Premier team to 13 wins with 1 loss in the Home and Away 
season. They made the Grand Final for the third year in a row however, 
they were again defeated this time by a strong Heidelberg team. Having 
been second place getters for three years running, the women are looking 
to change things in 2017.

It was great to see many of our VVL athletes continue their volleyball 
in the Australian Volleyball League season with our Victorian Volleyball 
Academy. 

The VVL awards night was a great finale to the season. Congratulations 
to the Women where Susannah Ball won Runner Up Most Valuable Player 
and Monique Stojanovic, Best Blocker and Most Valuable Player Runner 
Up. In the Men’s Jonathan Morley won Best Server and Liam Drowley 
Second Runner Up Most Valuable Player. 

A club would not continue without the tireless support from sponsors 
and volunteers. A big thank you must go to Victoria University, 
Macron and Antico Coffee for their continued support over the years. 
Acknowledgement to the athletes, coaches, parents and all the volunteers 
for their unwavering hard work and dedication in support of the club. 

Victoria University is a great Volleyball club. We are on our way up. We 
have real strength and purpose. Great people. Strong values – and a 
short, yet proud history.

Victoria University Volleyball Club looks forward to a successful 2017 
season and continuing to play a key part in the further successful 
development of Volleyball in Victoria.

Elise McMahon
President
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Volleyball Ballarat

2016 has been another challenging but overall successful year for 
volleyball in Ballarat. Our domestic competition has continued its slow 
growth in numbers with new players joining our Monday night Social 
Competition. In the first half of the year, Phantoms once again defended 
their competition title, albeit with a number of new and inexperienced 
players, defeating Maryborough in a replay of the final of the previous year. 

Our Spring competition saw Maryborough finally get the monkey off 
their back and turn the tables on Phantoms, capturing the first title of 
their 10-year history. Well done to both teams and to all of our Monday 
night competitors. The last 12 months have been the closest competition 
experienced for quite a few years and the standard continues to improve. 
In 2017 we plan to build a junior development program from the ground 
up off the back of the growth in the social members and hope to integrate 
the junior players into our competition by mid-year.

At the higher end of the player pathway, unfortunately due to a number 
of personal reasons, we were unable to field teams in the 2016 Victorian 
Country Volleyball Championships but we are looking to remedy that in 
2017. VVL however provide players and coaches a significant opportunity 
to be involved in regular high level volleyball and matches returned to 
Ballarat for the first time since the 1980s. The VVL home and away format 
enabled the Western Phantoms to play the equivalent of four rounds in 
the form of two double-header matches in Ballarat against Heidelberg 
and Yarra Ranges. With 5 teams in action including Men’s Premier, 
Reserves & Division 2 and Women’s Reserves & Division 2 equating to 9 
matches per weekend, there was plenty of quality volleyball showcased 
to the community and in our regional media. A special congratulations to 
Georgie Hassell who was recognised as the VVL Women’s Reserves Most 
Valuable Player after another fantastic season.

Volleyball Ballarat’s involvement in the Phantoms VVL Franchise (previously 
Western Phantoms) continues to grow as the support for the Club stretches 
across Western Victoria with an increasing player, supporter and sponsor-
base making elite level state volleyball more accessible than ever before. 
We have welcomed the cooperation and coordination from our regional 
affiliate partners in Bendigo, Horsham, Sunraysia and Warrnambool and 
expect to see an even greater contribution from the club in the 2017 
volleyball landscape.

On a less positive note, we had to cancel our Annual Skins tournament for 
the first time in 39 years due to a lack of entries. While there were some 
extenuating circumstances around the continual changing of dates and 
the Anzac Day public holiday, it was nevertheless extremely disappointing 
for the Association and a significant setback. Any revenue generated 
through our tournament (which is generally less than other tournaments 
due to our commitment to offer Skins and Prizemoney to visiting teams) 
is used to support our development programs and athlete, coach and 
refereeing pathways.

Without the continuing support of the wider volleyball community to 
regional tournaments, volleyball’s ability to survive and grow across the 
State is in serious jeopardy. In 2017 Horsham, Mornington, Bendigo and 
Ballarat have tournaments post the VVL season (confirmed in the VVI 
Events calendar) and we hope to see as many VVL, regional and local 
clubs, teams and academies participating in all these tournaments to 
strengthen our sport in regional communities.

There are some other exciting and significant regional affiliate 
developments earmarked for 2017 and once again the communal 
approach to strengthening our sport is the major factor in the success or 
otherwise of these initiatives so we thank Geoff and his team at Volleyball 
Victoria for engaging and empowering our community.

Finally, as another year passes and a new one begins, Volleyball Ballarat 
would also like to acknowledge the player, coach, refereeing and 
committee contributions of its members and thank them for a successful 
2016. We look forward to hosting all of our fellow Victorian volleyballers in 
Ballarat in November for our 39th Annual Skins Tournament.

Regards
Volleyball Ballarat
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Sunraysia Volleyball

Sunraysia Volleyball has continued to work hard to increase participation 
in the sport across the board and increase numbers into our junior 
programs and local competition.

This has allowed Allan Hassell to continue in the role as Development 
Officer and he, along with Steve Purcell, continue to grow the Spikezone 
program on a Saturday morning.

Training sessions on a Monday night have continued to be popular, with 
a wide range of players coming to increase their skill for the Wednesday 
night competitions.  Training has also allowed our coaching staff to 
increase their experiences.  This also led to good representation for 
Sunraysia in the Horsham volleyball tournament in November.

Jack Freeman has done a great job as Competition Manager but 
unfortunately, due to outside commitments, he has had to step down form 
this role.  Jack continues to make new volleyballer’s for our association 
and we wish him all the best with the pending birth of a new child.

Brooke Freckleton has been successful in securing a scholarship 
in America for 2017 and we wish her all the best. It’s great to see her 
efforts paying off.  Again, it is worth noting that this is a testament to the 
dedication of rural athletes and their supporters to be able to compete at 
a premium level. We hope that this pathway can continue to be taken up 
by other Sunraysia athletes.

Congratulations to Jasper Lord for making the under 17 team, Kade Zrna 
and Tom and Angus Hermans for selection in the under 15 team.  Andrew 
Zrna has also been selected as the under 15 assistant coach, myself as 
joint under 17 coach and Paul Freckleton as the under 19 Blue coach.  We 
are very keen for Sunraysia to be able to continue to represent the region 
at this event into the future.

SVI continues to its association with the Western Phantoms state league 
team.  We hope to increase participation with Phantoms over the next few 
years.

As always, I would like to thank the committee members for their continued 
effort.  It is their dedication and persistence behind the scenes that allows 
the athletes to take the court each week.  We are always looking for 
people that can help out with the committee as many hands make light 
work.  The more support the committee has the better the programs and 
competition for all involved.

Thank you.

Chris Hermans
President

Yarra Ranges Volleyball Club

2016 saw big changes at Yarra Ranges Volleyball Club. Many players 
accepting college scholarships in the United States and Canada, as 
well as taking up professional contracts in Europe, allowed for lots of 
movement. 

On the men’s side this meant the replacement of 90% of the Premier 
team. With the new group missing out on finals by percentages (as did 
our reserves and Div 2 teams) we are very hopeful for big things in 2017. 

On the women’s side we saw strong growth in numbers. This required 
increasing our number of teams and therefore coaches. This was a great 
opportunity for players to take the plunge into coaching. We thank those 
who volunteered, as well as the stalwarts of the club who are our pillars 
and continue to create great people as well as great players.

2017 looks very bright at Yarra. Thank you to the committee who work 
hard behind the scenes to make the season happen (and much of the 
off-season too!). You all contribute to making my job easy and enjoyable.

Bring on #VVL2017

Hamish Macphee 
President- Yarra Ranges Volleyball Club
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Participation, Pathways, and Sustainability are three of Volleyball Victoria’s four goals to further progress and increase the 
profile and development of volleyball at both grassroots and the elite pathway.

2016 was a very big year for the development and participation of volleyball in Victoria as well as Australia.  Major 
achievements included:

• Introduction of U15s into the Australian Junior Volleyball Championships, which saw an incredible 70 Victorian athletes 
under the age of 15 head to Queensland with our State Team

• Significant increase in junior participation through the ongoing delivery of the Australian Sports Commission’s Sporting 
Schools program

• Increase in Spikezone delivery across affiliates by 60%
• Increase of team entries at both the Schools Cups - One Day and Three day events
• Increase in U19 memberships
• Increase in overall membership
• Victorian State Beach Volleyball teams travelled to Adelaide with 20 teams, 47 athletes and 8 coaches; winning 1 

Gold, 2 Silver and 4 Bronze medals at the Australian Junior Beach Volleyball Championships (AJBVC)
• Victorian Indoor Volleyball travelled to Coomera, QLD with 17 teams, 170 athletes and 34 coaches; winning 3 Silver 

and 2 Bronze medals at the Australian Junior Volleyball Championships (AJVC)

The implementation of the Foundation Level coaching and refereeing courses online has enabled a widespread net all 
over Victoria with more coaches and officials able to take their initial steps through an accessible online platform.
The continued work of a number of Volleyball Victoria’s experienced coaches enabled an increase  in volleyball participation 
through development clinics across a range of abilities, school based clinics at primary and high schools, and further 
opportunities for our Victorian Representative Teams at the AJBVC and AJVC.

Volleyball Victoria saw the introduction of the first beach interschool sports competition with the Southern Special Schools 
Sports Association (SSSA). This program was developed out of continued work with the SSSA through introductory come 
and try days, progressing to weekly competitions in Term 1. This program will be replicated in 2017 with the hopes of more 
accessible playing opportunities for athletes of all ages and abilities.

Programs and sessions conducted throughout the year include: 

1. Spikezone Junior Volleyball, State Volleyball Centre, with an average of  18 participants per session

2. Continued delivery of Sporting Schools Programs, an initiative of the Australian Sports Commission developed to increase 
participation in and experiences of sport at the primary school level.  Significant numbers from Sporting Schools:

• 48 schools
• 7,941 participants
• 8 affiliates deliver in partnership

3. Programs specifically designed for multicultural groups, program partners include:
• City of Greater Dandenong
• Centre for Multicultural Youth (CMY)
• AMES Youth Programs, Dandenong
• Phoenix Youth Maribyrnong City Council
• Banksia Garden community Centre
• Victorian Immigrant Refugee Women Coalition
• Brimbank Council
• Southern Migrant and Refugee Centre
• Southern Ethnic Advisory and Advocacy Council

SPORT DEVELOPMENT 
REPORT
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4. Programs specifically designed for People with Disabilities
• Secondary Sports Day - Deaf Children Australia
• Special Schools Southern Sports Association Inter School Sport Competition
• Introduction of an All Abilities division in Volleyball Victoria Schools Cup – One Day event
• Development of a multi-sport platform for delivery of sporting in special schools

5. Expos & Events
• ACHPER
• Girls Sport Victoria
• City of Greater Dandenong
• Knox City Council
• Maribyrnong Council Sports days and festivals

The delivery and sustainability of the programs mentioned above is due to the commitment of our coaches and affiliates 
to run and develop new and existing participation programs.

The work continues to increase the number of program locations around Victoria. Further communication with clubs and 
associations, sports academies and regional sports academies will ultimately enable continued development of both the 
grassroots and elite pathways. 

Participation Programs

Culturally and Linguistically Diverse

Volleyball Victoria received funding from VicHealth to provide inclusive sporting environments to increase participation 
with an emphasis on Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) communities from 2011-2014.

In 2016, the relationships developed with the community groups over the past 4 years has been a huge success, as such 
Volleyball Victoria have been able to continue to foster these relationships to deliver sustainable opportunities for CALD 
communities across Victoria.  The relationship with AMES Dandenong has developed into a continuous program hosted at 
the State Volleyball Centre and progressed opportunities for young participants to continue to development their volleyball 
skills progressing into more sustainable opportunities within clubs and associations.

Further work leading into 2017 will focus on the sustainability of these programs including mentor and coaching 
opportunities for all participants. Initial set up of these opportunities will take place though relationships developed with 
the Centre for Multicultural Youth.

Volleyball Victoria could not have run these programs without the support of our qualified coaches, City of Greater 
Dandenong, Brimbank Council, City of Casey, Maribyrnong Council as well as partner programs specifically Centre for 
Multicultural Youth (CMY), AMES Dandenong and Southern Migrant Refugee Centre.

Access All Abilities

In November 2013, Volleyball Victoria received funding from Sport and Recreation Victoria (SRV) to develop and implement 
an Inclusion Action Plan.  Developed and delivered through the beginning of 2014, the major achievement from the initial 
Inclusion Action Plan was the launch an all abilities program in line with our Schools Cup – One Day event in May. This 
event attracts up to 70 students with a disability participating in volleyball both indoor hardcourt and beach at the State 
Volleyball Centre.

Volleyball Victoria is enthusiastic to have this opportunity to encourage more Victorians to participate in sport across the 
entire State.

The progression of the initial funding received has had a dramatic impact on Volleyball Victoria’s ability to delivery to 
special schools. Volleyball Victoria was instrumental in the development of a multisport platform that saw four State 
Sporting Associations come together under an innovative delivery platform for special schools. The progression of the 
multisport platform has developed into a volleyball interschool sports program, a first of its kind, that ran throughout Term 
1, this success has seen the continued progression through more interschool sports programs.

SPORT DEVELOPMENT 
REPORT cont.
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Sporting Schools

Volleyball Victoria saw a significant increase of junior participation through the 
introduction of Sporting Schools. “Sporting Schools brings together schools and 
sports to help get Aussie children active in their local communities.

“Sporting Schools is open to all Australian primary schools, and with quality programs 
developed by over 30 national sporting organisations, it offers a fun and supportive 
environment for children and coaches.”

The opportunities that sporting schools brings to the Victorian volleyball community 
is endless. The significant increase in the exposure of volleyball at the primary 
school age can only increase further opportunities for growth and sustainability 
though schools, clubs, associations, and academies.

Spikezone is the preferred delivery model for all Sporting Schools programs. 
Volleyball Victoria will continue to work even closer with clubs and associations 
to build the capacity for delivery of sporting schools, with the aim of rolling out 
Spikezone delivery packages to enable future growth of junior volleyball.

Volleyball Victoria had an incredibly successful year through the delivery of sporting 
schools, expanding our reach to many regional towns in Victoria. Continued growth 
and relationships with affiliates, private providers and individuals’ coaches in only 
improving our ability to delivery to all schools across Victoria.

Volleyball Victoria hope to introduce the beach delivery of sporting schools in 2017 
through developing relationships with Surfing Victoria and Yachting Victoria. We 
see a need and opportunities to further our reach to schools along the coast of 
Victoria where access to beaches and beach facilities are not a factor to prohibit 
opportunities.

Rebecca Walter
Development Coordinator

SPORT
DEVELOPMENT
REPORT cont.
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The VVRC exists to:
• Co-ordinate referee activity within Victoria
• Provide courses and assessments in line with Volleyball Australia frameworks
• Co-ordinate and promote opportunities for referees to maximise their potential
• Recommend referee appointments for national level competitions
• Provide Referee Delegates for identified intrastate events

Many referees provide support to a number of events throughout the year.  These range from school-based competitions 
through to community events.  The main activity for the 2016 period is outlined below:
Australian Volleyball League

The 2016 AVL season was conducted in the October to December period with Victoria fielding 2 teams.  Horsham was 
again used as a location.  Suitable referees were provided for all rounds. Phong Nguyen, Stephen Giugni and Catriona 
Tweedie volunteered as the Local Technical Delegate providing feedback to referees and ensuring the matches ran 
smoothly.

Our thanks to all the referees that made themselves available, particularly to travel to Horsham.  Victoria is one fo two 
States with 2 teams which means there are more opportunities but also a reliability on the availability of our refereeing 
community.

State League

During the 2016 season we attracted a couple of new referees which was good.  Phong Nguyen as the Referee Delegate 
is doing a fantastic job coordinating this activity.  Once again there was great support from the Bendigo Referee Group for 
the VVL matches played there.  We will continue to work with the rural associations on referee development opportunities 
whenever VVL rounds are played in rural locations.

Country Championships

Sandi Kilpatrick was the Referee Delegate for the Country Championships in 2016.  The Country Championships continues 
to be run in a very professional manner and provides a good opportunity for referees to be assessed and upgraded.

National Beach and Indoor Juniors

The Australian Junior Beach Volleyball Championships were held in Adelaide in 2016.  Requests for referees to attend 
was circulated.  Volleyball Australia is attempting to align beach and indoor by providing referees at national level events.
The Australian Junior Volleyball Championships were held in Brisbane in 2016.  Victoria provided a contingent of referees 
above that required and again had a number of first timers.

International Events in Australia

The international season has become quite busy with both beach and indoor events.  The Women’s Grand Prix was held 
in Bendigo with a number of our members involved.  Our members were also involved in the Invitational Challenge Series 
(a warmup to the Women’s Grand Prix), Asian Beach Volleyball Championships, AVC Continental Cup, World League 
matches and the Trans-Tasman friendlies.

Sitting Volleyball/Deaf Volleyball

A couple of referees in Victoria continue to be involved in refereeing sitting volleyball, although there is no active competition 
in Victoria.

REFEREE'S
COMMISSION REPORT
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Courses

Volleyball Australia is in the process of restructuring the current 6 level referee accreditation framework into a 4 level 
framework.  One of the main changes is that level 1 referees now complete an online course and assessment.  Brian 
Neal has worked tirelessly to ensure the schools in Victoria know and understand the new framework and has been busy 
identifying suitable assessors.

Schools Cup

Brian Neal has been involved as a Referee Delegate to both the One and Three Day Victorian events.  Brian is active in 
identifying up and coming referees and advising them of the opportunities that are available.

Referee Awards

The VVRC Referee of the Year was awarded to Willie Cornelis.
The VVRC Award for Contribution to Refereeing was awarded to Terri Konopacki.

Overseas Activity

Victoria is in an enviable position having 5 referees active at the international level.  From an indoor perspective 
Phong Nguyen attended World League in Sydney, Women’s Grand Prix in Algeria and the Asian Junior Men Volleyball 
Championships in Taiwan.  Rob Sydlowski attended Women’s Grand Prix in Bendigo, World League in Kazakhstan and the 
AVC Cup for Men in Thailand.  Julian Coburn attended the World Grand Prix warm-up games held in Victoria and was the 
Referee Manager for the World Grand Prix round in Bendigo.

From a beach perspective Phong Nguyen attended the Asian Beach Volleyball Championships held at Manly and was 
appointed the Referee Delegate for the U20 Four Nations Invitational also held at Manly.  Catriona Tweedie was appointed 
the Referee Delegate for the Asian Beach Championships and ran National level beach and indoor courses in the Solomon 
Islands.

Stephen Giugni attended 2 FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour Open events, was appointed the Referee Delegate for the 
Oceania Beach Volleyball Championships in Fiji and conducted an AVC Beach Volleyball Referee course in Fiji.  Stephen 
is also an Oceania Referee Commissioner and co-convened an Oceania Referee Coordinator Meeting in Canberra.

From a Paravolleyball perspective, Stephen Giugni was appointed as one of the Sitting Volleyball referees for the Rio 
Paralympic Games.

Thank you

The VVRC would like to thank VVI for their wonderful support to the referees through all levels of competition.  We thank 
all referees for their ongoing contribution and especially appreciate the efforts of Phong Nguyen and Brian Neal for the 
significant roles they play in ensuring the strength of refereeing in Victoria.

Liz Pollock
Secretary

REFEREE'S COMMISSION 
REPORT cont.
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Education remains one of Volleyball Victoria’s key priorities within the 2015-17 Strategic Plan.

Our aims of development and sustainability can only be achieved through the commitment to and continued improvement 
of our education platforms. With the implementation of the Foundation Level coaching and officiating courses online in 
2015, Volleyball Victoria has had much further reach with our education opportunities than ever before. The online platform 
enables a more efficient process of certification, qualification, and accreditation which is increasing not only the profile of 
our sport, but the continued support of development.

Further work is being completed to develop useful and accessible professional development to enable pathway opportunities 
for our Foundation Level coaches, in addition to coaches looking to widen their understanding and knowledge of the 
delivery of volleyball.

Volleyball Victoria sent a total of 11 Referees to represent Victoria at the Australian Junior Beach Volleyball (AJBVC) and 
the Australian Junior Volleyball Championships (AJVC).  Further, Volleyball Victoria had on average 40 Referees involved 
weekly throughout the Volleyball Victoria State League season.

Volleyball Victoria hosted practice matches for the Australian Women’s Volleyroos and had the opportunity to witness elite 
level volleyball in the FIVB World Women’s Grand Prix hosted in Bendigo. These two events not only provided incredible 
opportunities for our young aspiring athletes to watch Australia’s best in action, but enabled real development opportunities 
for Victorian referees.

Throughout 2016 Volleyball Victoria conducted three Level 2 coaching courses and supported the accreditation of over 
400 Foundation Level coaches and referees.

Level 1 Coaches - 154   Level 1 Referees - 293
Level 2 Coaches – 54   Level 2 Referees – 45
Total new Coaches 2016 = 208  Total new Officials 2016 = 338

Our process of offering advancement opportunities to all coaches and referees is a priority and as such in 2017 Volleyball 
Victoria will be working more closely with the Victorian Referee’s and Coach’s Commissions to develop and enhance 
processes to enable a more effective transition through the pathway.

Volleyball Victoria would like to take this opportunity to thank the individuals and groups who continue to support the 
development of our coaches and officials. The continued support of these individual’s enables Volleyball Victoria to further 
cater to the demand of qualified coaches and officials as well as continued development.

Victorian Referee's Commission

Jenny Becker – Volleyball Victoria Coach Course Presenter
Cori Wilder – Volleyball Victoria Coach Course presenter
Brian Neal – Volleyball Victoria Referee Course Presenter.

Coaching and officiating information and documentation is constantly evolving, the new online platform will continue to 
evolve enabling a more structured environment for the progress of coaches and officials to high levels of accreditation. 
We anticipate introducing mentor programs in 2017 through the Victorian Volleyball Coach’s and Referee’s Commissions 
to continue to support the aspirations of all Victorian coaches and officials.

Coaching appointment

Volleyball Victoria would like to acknowledge the appointment of Shannon Winzer as the Head Coach of the helloworld 
Women’s Volleyroos. After working her way up the coaching ladder as an Assistant Coach with the Volleyroos in 2015, 
Shannon was offered the position at the end of 2015 to begin her campaign as the new head coach as of January 2016.
Victoria has been fortunate to have Shannon’s involvement as a coach for many years, we have seen her in action as a 
coach of the Victorian State Team Program, a coach through Victorian Volleyball State League and the head coach of four 
time back to back Australian Volleyball League champion University Blues’ Women.

The beginning of 2017 will bring a new change again for Shannon, not only going into her second year as the Head Coach 
of the helloworld Volleyroos, but as the newly appointed Head Coach of the Women’s Centre of Excellence, located in 
Canberra, this is a first of its kind and an exciting phase for volleyball in Australia.

On behalf of the Victorian volleyball community, we would like to congratulate Shannon on her achievements and wish her 
the best of luck with the helloworld Women’s Volleyroos and the Centre of Excellence.

Rebecca Walter
Development Coordinator

EDUCATION
REPORT
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The 2016 Volleyball Victoria State League season was a significant year for the competition. New clubs Latrobe Valley, 
McKinnon Volley, and Bluebelles¬ joined the competition whilst second year clubs Mazenod and Croydon 36’s enjoyed 
continued development. In a further sign of State League success, Bluebelles and Mazenod both contested the State 
League Grand Finals in their respective Divisions.

An unexpected but ultimately pleasing result of the growth of State League, including the introduction of a Junior Girl’s and 
Division 3 Men’s competition, has been the need to secure a second venue. There are now more than 150 matches per 
season. We thank Springers Leisure Centre and particularly Mazenod College for their support and assistance in finding a 
second home for State League 2016. A number of new initiatives, such as live streaming, have been implemented in 2016 
and have been well-received; we look forward to expanding on these in future seasons.

Regional Victoria once again experienced State League volleyball with Western Phantoms hosting three rounds across 
Bendigo and Ballarat, and Latrobe Valley hosting two rounds in Churchill. 

Volleyball Victoria would like to congratulate the Clubs, players, coaches, volunteers, and State League Referees for the 
work they have contributed in the 2016 season. It is appropriate also to specially thank Phong Nguyen for his tremendous 
efforts as Referee Delegate in coordinating the State League referees in 2016.

As is always appropriate, recognition and thanks is extended to the greater Victorian volleyball community for their 
continued support of the State League competition as the premier volleyball competition in Victoria. The 2016 State 
League season saw 81 teams from 15 clubs represent regional and metropolitan Victoria.

The season came to a close on Saturday 20 August, when the Grand Finals for each division delivered some of the highest 
standard of volleyball we have seen in many years. With the big games came some big stories. After a Grand Final defeat 
in 2015, Monash University rebounded to win the Premier Men’s title, whilst their Reserves Men’s team claimed their fifth 
consecutive title. First year club Bluebelles capped an undefeated season with the Division II Women’s title and Yarra 
Ranges claimed the Championship in the reformed Junior Girls Division. Sadly, it wasn’t all fairy tales as Victoria University 
lost a third consecutive Premier Women’s Final and Mazenod couldn’t quite get over the line in their Reserves Men Final to 
cap a stellar inaugural season in the Division.

Full results:

Premier Men - Monash Uni def. Southern Cross Cobras 3-1 
Premier Women - Heidelberg def. Victoria Uni 3-1 
Junior Girls - Yarra Ranges def. Eastside Hawks 3-0
Reserves Men - Monash Uni def. Mazenod 3-1
Reserves Women - Melbourne Uni Renegades def. Monash Uni 3-0
Division 2 Men - Monash Uni 1 def. Eastside Hawks Blue 3-0
Division 2 Women - Bluebelles def. Melbourne Uni Renegades
Division 3 Men - Melbourne Uni Renegades def. Monash Uni 3-2
Division 3 Women - Yarra Ranges def. Melbourne Uni Renegades 3-1

Grand Final MVP Awards:

Premier Men - Dennis Dal Santo (Monash Uni)
Premier Women - Carly May (Heidelberg)
Junior Girls -  Lily Conder (Yarra Ranges)
Reserves Men - Toby Hallas (Monash Uni)
Reserves Women - Rochelle Sison (Melb Uni Renegades)
Division 2 Men - Andrea Comella (Monash Uni)
Division 2 Women - Maree Lyne (Bluebelles)
Division 3 Men - Noah Van Gemst (Melb Uni Renegades)
Division 3 Women - Eliza Spinks (Yarra Ranges)

Tomas Santamaria Shield (top 3):

Monash University Volleyball Club (51 points)
Melbourne University Renegades (35 points)
Yarra Ranges Volleyball Club (26 points)

Ashley Camac
Events & Competitons Coordinator

STATE
LEAGUE
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The Volleyball Victoria Beach Schools Cup is held annually across three days in March and provides the greatest school 
based beach volleyball tournament in Victoria. The Volleyball Victoria Beach Schools Cup provides fantastic playing 
opportunity for teams from school year levels 7-12, exposing schools and students to the wonderful sport of Beach 
Volleyball. Schools compete to be awarded the ‘Champion School’.

This event is a fantastic introduction to the sport of Beach Volleyball and caters to individuals and schools whether they 
are new to the sport or are experienced. Offering divisions for pairs and four-a-side formats across all ages and genders, 
there is a division for everyone to participate.

The 2016 event was held over 16-18 March at South Melbourne beach and saw a total of 172 teams from 16 schools 
compete across the three days. Volleyball Victoria once again engaged the expertise of Vic Beach to deliver yet another 
successful event. We were fortunate to experience pleasant weather for two of the three days. Unfortunately, cold and wet 
conditions marred the final day of the tournament. Nevertheless, the students didn’t seem to mind, and despite a short 
weather delay, we were able to deliver the event with minimal disruption.

Volleyball Victoria would like to congratulate all participating schools, teachers, participants, and school organisers for 
their support of this event. Additionally, special congratulations are extended to those teams that were successful in 
collecting medals, particularly Billanook College, who were once again crowned the Champion School.

Volleyball Victoria Schools Cup ± One Day event:

The Volleyball Victoria Schools Cup - One Day Event is an ideal platform for schools that are new to the sport whilst also 
providing a competitive environment for schools that have volleyball experience. The event offers multiple boys and girls 
divisions in all age groups from U14 up to Open to effectively cater to teams of any skill level.  The modified volleyball 
rules and game structure mean teams experience the game of volleyball in a fun and social, but competitive environment.

The 2016 event was held over Thursday 26 and Friday 27 May at the State Volleyball Centre and once again was well 
supported by the Victorian school community; 80 teams from 20 schools compete across the two days.
The Championship School awarded is determined by the 6 best placed teams from each school. Upwey High School was 
awarded the trophy for a second consecutive year, having received a maximum 60 points with six of their teams winning 
gold medals. Upwey High School was closely followed by Rowville Secondary College (52 points) and Maribyrnong 
College (40 points).

Volleyball Victoria would like to congratulate all schools, coaches, teachers, and students for their tremendous effort 
throughout the tournament, and thank all involved for their continued or new support of this great event. Special 
congratulations must go to Upwey High School who was awarded the Champion School Shield.

Volleyball Victoria Schools Cup ± Three Day event:

The Volleyball Victoria Schools Cup – Three Day Event is the largest event Volleyball Victoria delivers. It is a significant 
tournament, incorporating official volleyball rules and structures (ie best of 3 or 5 sets) as opposed to the modified structure 
of the One Day Event. The event offers over 23 divisions for all age’s groups and skill levels and engages a large portion 
of Victoria’s school aged volleyball participants. The event also serves as the lead-up and Honours division qualification 
for the annual national tournament, Australian Volleyball Schools Cup held in December each year.

The 2016 event was held at the State Volleyball Centre from Friday 29 July to Sunday 31 July and utilised the full complement 
of 17 courts the venue has to offer. This event saw 162 teams from 31 schools compete across the three big days of 
competition.

A number of new initiatives were incorporated in 2016 aimed at adding value to participant experience. This included 
greater visual/presentation consistency, live streaming of Open Honours division finals, and souvenir event t-shirts. We 
further sought to improve our communications strategy which was aimed to better engage and inform the school community, 
increased number of trained event personnel, off court engagement activities (such as a vertical jump competition), and 
rotational Referee Delegation providing technical support to participating schools.

To cover the costs of these new initiatives, a small door fee was charged to spectators of the event. Whilst this was met 
with some opposition, it allowed us to keep the cost down for schools, which enjoyed only a minor increase to the entry fee.
Volleyball Victoria would like to thank and congratulate the efforts of those behind the scenes at the participating schools. 
It is only with the ongoing support of the school community that the event continues to grow. We would also like to thank 
all the players, coaches, parents, and schools for their efforts event across three long days. 

Congratulations to Billanook College who were awarded the Champion Schools Cup for a second consecutive year.

VOLLEYBALL VICTORIA
SCHOOLS CUP
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Volleyball Victoria Schools Cup – Primary Schools Cup:

The Volleyball Victoria Primary Schools Cup was held in conjunction with School Sport Victoria’s State Volleyball Finals on 
Tuesday 29 November, 2016. The inaugural event included various divisions and age groups which catered to schools that 
were either new to the sport or had some experience with the sport (including through SSV, Sporting Schools, Spikezone, etc.).

Additionally, the Volleyball Victoria Primary Schools Cup provided additional playing opportunities for schools that had 
previously been eliminated from the SSV competition.  The Primary Schools Cup offered competitions for Years 3-4 and 
Years 5-6 in each gender and saw an encouraging number of team entries into each division in the event’s first ever year.

The Volleyball Victoria Primary Schools Cup is a great way to get students out of the classroom and into a fun, active, and 
social environment. Volleyball allows kids to play sport as part of a team, with all players actively involved in the game. This 
event was a great way for kids to test their skills against other schools.

In total, the inaugural Primary Schools Cup saw 17 teams from 7 different primary schools participate at the event. In a 
special addition to the event, the participants received a very special visit from Helloworld Volleyroo’s; Rebecca Walter 
and Sophie Paine.

Congratulations must go to the medal winning teams:

Year 3-4 Boys:
Gold: Glenferrie Primary School
Silver: Donburn Primary School 2
Bronze: Donburn Primary School 1
Year 3-4 Girls:
Gold: Glenferrie Primary School
Silver: Donburn Primary School 1
Bronze: Donburn Primary School 3

Ashley Camac
Events & Competitons Coordinator

VOLLEYBALL VICTORIA
SCHOOLS CUP cont.

Year 5-6 Boys:
Gold: Upwey South Primary School
Silver: Horsham Primary School
Bronze: Billanook College
Year 5-6 Girls:
Gold: Billanook College
Silver: Glenferrie Primary School
Bronze: Selby Primary School
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Latrobe Valley Volleyball Inc hosted the 2016 on June 11-13th in Moe/Newborough. 
We had 26 teams entered from across the state playing across 2 Men’s and 2 women’s 
divisions.  Our Gippsland region was well represented with 14 teams coming from 
Bairnsdale, Latrobe Valley, Maffra and South Gippsland. 

In terms of results: 

Division 1 Men was won by Latrobe Valley who played Bendigo in a hard fought 
match played over 4 sets with the last set a close 29/27. Bronze went to Bairnsdale 
who defeated Horsham. The Division 1 Men’s All Star players were; Lachlan Morland 
(Latrobe Valley), James Shelton (Bendigo), Matthew Gordon (Bendigo), Zac Hermans 
(Horsham) with the All Star setter going to Ian Jenkins (Latrobe Valley) and All Star 
Libero going to Brandon Carpanedo (Latrobe Valley)

Division 1 Women was won by Latrobe Valley ( their only 2nd gold since 1979) 
against Horsham 3:1. Bronze went to Bairnsdale who defeated South Gippsland. 
The Division 1 women’s All Star players were: Letitia Lahtz (Bendigo), Rachel Casley 
(Warrnambool), Helen Fisher (Bairnsdale), Kristen Sanders (South Gippsland), 
Rebecca Ingram (Latrobe Valley), All Star setter went to Bronte Scott (Latrobe Valley) 
and All Star Libero went to Phoebe Trembath (Latrobe Valley)

Division 2 Men was won by Warrnambool who defeated Riddells Creek 3:0. Maffra 
picked up bronze by defeating South Gippsland. The Division 2 Men’s All Star 
players were: Gavin Penny (Riddells Creek), James Holland (Warrnambool), Sam 
Hudson (Riddells Creek), Aaron Krahe (Latrobe Valley), Luke Laming (Moe) and All 
Star setter went to Sam Sturgess (Warrnambool) and All Star Libero went to Joey 
Rodda. 

Division 2 Women was won by Latrobe Valley who defeated local rival Morwell which 
had sisters Jessica and Allison Lloyd pitted against each other leaving me, their 
mother to have to sit right in the middle to watch!. Latrobe Valley won 3:1 with Bellarine 
taking out bronze against Maffra. The All Star players were Hope Ellis (Bellarine), 
Chi Chung (Maffra), Jessica Kuklych (Bellarine), Emily Hannan (Horsham), Mikayla 
Underwood (Maffra) with All Star setter going to Evie Wallace (Horsham) and All Star 
Libero going to Sarah Damon (South Gippsland).

At the finals presentation all of the Latrobe Valley Volleyball Life members were 
acknowledged and assisted in presenting trophies with Councillor Kellie O’Callaghan 
assisting with presenting the Division 1 Men and Women Trophies. Thanks go to our 
major sponsor, Latrobe City Council and our many other sponsors who contributed 
in kind. Thanks also goes to the LVVI Committee for running such a smooth event, to 
ever wise and guiding legend Murray Mansfield as Tournament Director and to the 
many volunteers who assisted in so many ways to make the event successful. 

Susan Lloyd
President Latrobe Valley Volleyball Association
                            

COUNTRY
CHAMPIONSHIPS
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Victorian State Teams

Volleyball Victoria was presented a unique opportunity in 2016 to enhance our reach and development through the 
introduction of the U15s age group at the Australian Junior Volleyball Championships. The Board of Volleyball Victoria 
saw this as an opportunity to provide more athletes with a chance to participate at an elite level though the Victorian State 
Team. This saw an increase of our Indoor state team from 60 athletes and 12 coaches to 170 athletes with 34 coaches.

I want to start off by personally thanking the coaches for all their hard work and dedication to the Victorian Volleyball 
Squad. We are very fortunate in Victoria to have a number of coaches very willing to put up their hands and volunteer to 
help develop the young athletes of our State. It was a tough and tiring week for all involved, and I am so very grateful for 
the commitment and professionalism showed by our coaches. 

Finally, Volleyball Victoria need to say a big thank you to the support staff, the family, friends and team managers who were 
the best support we could have asked for. I am sure I speak on behalf of all the athletes when I say thank you for your 
ongoing unwavering support. 

Victorian Junior Beach State Team 

Congratulations to all Victorian State Beach team members in the achievements of the 2016 Australian Junior Beach 
Volleyball Championships.  Victoria enjoyed a successful Championships, including claiming second place in the Andy 
Burdin Shield.

To the victorious medal winners and their coaches in the gold medal winning U17 Women, the silver medal U15 Boys and 
U17 Women, and bronze medal U15 Boys, U15 Girls, U19 Men and U23 Women we extend particular congratulations, 
seven medals from the 24 on offer is due reward for the efforts all team members have made.

We extend thanks to the families and friends for their support and the coaching personnel for the sacrifices they have 
made in supporting this fine group of young athletes. 

2016 AJBVC Medalists

U19 Women - Carrie Van Rensburg /Rebecca Ingram–GOLD MEDALISTS
U15 Boys – Alex Rahmani /Joey Rodda /Torren Maher /Darcy Beer – SILVER MEDALISTS
U17 Girls – Lara Adam /Lauren Taylor – SILVER MEDALISTS
U15 Boys – Ziyad El Tahir /Ewan Fowler / Dallas Kuipers /Will Mueller– BRONZE MEDALISTS
U15 Girls – Georgia Brumby /Brigitte Shill /Hanna Hermans– BRONZE MEDALISTS
U19 Men – Alek Ryan /Jack Gregory– BRONZE MEDALISTS
U23 Women – Laura Embry /Emmeline Ashley – BRONZE MEDALISTS

Victorian Junior Indoor State Team 

Congratulations to all Victorian Junior Indoor State Team athletes and coaches who competed in the 2016 Australian Junior 
Volleyball Championships.

It was a long and wearying campaign for all involved, but definitely worth it! Victoria was represented by 17 teams and 
came away with five medals.

U19 Women Blue – SILVER MEDALISTS 
U15 Girls Gold – SILVER MEDALISTS
U17 Boys White - – SILVER MEDALISTS 
U15 Girls Blue – BRONZE MEDALISTS
U17 Boys Blue – BRONZE MEDALISTS 

Further congratulations go to the Victorian athletes who were selected in the All-Star 7

U15 Boys - Damien Bahr
U17 Girls -   Caitlin Tipping
U19 Women -    Caitlin Waterfall & Yasmin Tan

HIGH PERFORMANCE
REPORT
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National Team

2016 saw many International events arrive in Australia, specifically Women’s World Grand 
Prix held in Bendigo May 2016. Volleyball Victoria had the pleasure of hosting practice 
Matches for the helloworld Women’s Volleyroos prior to the matches in Bendigo, raising 
over $6500 to support the team and dedicated athletes. This was an incredible show and 
Victoria had the opportunity to experience high level international volleyball. 

Victoria saw approximately 20 athletes representing Australia at various national and 
international events in the Australian Youth, Junior and Senior Volleyroos Indoor and 
Beach teams. 

We look forward to future opportunities for international events to be hosted in Victoria to 
further expose both our Beach and Indoor Volleyball National Teams.

Participation is increasing within the Victorian Volleyball community; our aim is to foster 
the current programs to enable sustainability and in turn continue to further develop 
programs across Victoria. Thus, giving more opportunities to everyone wishing to 
participate in our sport.

We are heading into an exciting phase for Volleyball in Victoria and Australia, beach 
volleyball introduced into the Commonwealth Games and more international events 
coming to our shores we need to take every opportunity to promote, increase opportunities 
and sustainability of new and existing programs.

Rebecca Walter
State Team Program Manager

HIGH
PERFORMANCE
REPORT cont.
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2016 Victorian State Team Selection Trials

U15 SELECTED ATHLETES
The following athletes have been selected in the 2016 State Team Squad.

HIGH
PERFORMANCE
REPORT cont.

HIGH
PERFORMANCE
REPORT cont.

Blue Team White Team Gold Team
Harrison Anketell Athan Abdo Will Brennan

Damien Bahr Darcy Beer Alex Baker

Edwin de Waard Sasha Brroke Jakob De Salvo

Lachlan Ivankovic Joshua Meadows Angus Hermans

Bailey Keck William Mueller Tom Hermans

William Mandersloot Michael Olak John Kearns

Alex Rahmani Brayden Smits Otto Maroske

Evan Richter Kurt Tchia Aidan O’Conner

Lachlan Vasic Alex Wolnizer William Saligari

Francis Zaar Lachlan Wood Kade Zrna

Coach: Luke Apollonio Coach: Andrew Papalaskaris Coach: Tim Popple

A/Coach: Damian Byrne A/Coach: Corey Chubb A/Coach: Andrew Zrna

Emergency: Ronan Garth-Lindsay

Emergency: Oliver Garth-Lindsay

Blue Team White Team Grey Team Gold Team
Julia Baker Athrina Atabak Rachel Chalmers Cleo Baker

Lauren Cox Jessica Chivers Bianca Dorber Holly Eason

Alissa Kinkela Holly Foster Renae Jones Susannah Godfrey

Jesse Lawton Jenna Hamza Maddison Klijnsma Zoe Hilson

Holli Oakley Bronte Jacob Alyssa Levy Gabrielle Lougheed

Emily Reynolds Indiana Murphy Keily Nikolajew Elana Penny

Caitlin Segrave Shante Pisani Alice O’Brien Stephanie Phillips

Isabella Strathairn Karla Hamza Talia Samuel Laelah Robertson

Ella Sutterby Eliane Sierra Urban Ocean Smith Kilby Todd

Bella van Vugt Chelsea Wilson Rori van Huizen Olivia Walklate

Coach: Steve Holder Coach: Cori Wilder Coach:: Anthony Young Coach: David Berry

A/Coach: Mikayla Faltyn A/Coach: Tina Filapiana A/Coach: Ella Bailey A/Coach: Kara Johnston

Emergency: Maya Flood

U15 Boys

U15 Girls



Volleyball Victoria Annual Report 201640

2016 Victorian State Team Selection Trials

U17 SELECTED ATHLETES
The following athletes have been selected in the 2016 State Team Squad.

HIGH
PERFORMANCE
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Blue Team White Team Gold Team Emergency Athletes
Nicholas Cincotta Adam Cartledge Mathew Angliss Oscar Armstrong

Alexis Dalamagas Alec Danelutti Connor Byrne Jordie Miller

Ben Gale Nicholas Leung Samuel Hilson Sebastain Sierra-urban

Aaron Harrison Walker Newman Jasper Lord Stephen Smith

Luke Kustreba Lazarus Nielsen Matthew McSwain

Harrison McBean Tomas Olak Jay Penny

LachlanMcDonnell Jack Paraha Matt Poulter

Jack McIntosh Efstratios Perdikis Lucas Rindt

Harrison Sloan Liam Reichert Noah Van Gemst

Will Symons Kyle Van Rensburg Jordan Weidemann

Coach: Glenn Tremmbath Coach: Josh Cowan Coach: Chris Hermans

A/Coach: Aaron Magnesuon A/Coach: Kenney Lai A/Coach: Michael Mayes

Blue Team White Team Grey Team West Emergency Athletes
Lara Adam Imogen Barron-Toop Talitha Alexander Shelby Colgan

Kayla Bashford Jessica Campbell Hayley Betts Caitlin Johns

Lauren Collinson Lily Conder Madeline Betts Prue Wilkinson

Georgia Eason Samantha Earle Sydney Farmilo

Amelia Fogarty Nicola Harrington Eadie Garth-Lindsay

Arden Iles Sophie Hunter Keely Knight

Marianna Saill-Dilnot Heather Hyland Azana Mackali-Cerasi

Jemma Stokes Lillian Starling Cordelia Pendlebury

Caitlin Tipping Eliza Stone Presi Petkova

Ashlee Wright Charlotte Wilson Eliza Spinks

Coach: Sue Rice Coach: Grace Sobolewski Coach: Bruce Keeley

A/Coach: Laura Roberts A/Coach: Sarah Johns A/Coach: Kate Eason

U17 Boys

U17 Girls
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2016 Victorian State Team Selection Trials

U19 SELECTED ATHLETES
The following athletes have been selected in the 2016 State Team Squad.

HIGH
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Blue Team White Team Emergency Athletes
Patrick Bailouni Dominic Andrews Bailey Gibson

Thomas Benington Lachlan Bray Benjamin Gierlach

Aaron East Brandon Eagle Michael Kuzminski

Lucas Gentile William Hyde

Mackenzie Lowe Alex Maxwell

Lachlan Newell Jayden Mcqueen

Zachary Santamaria Fraiden Rezaei

Evan Shelton Tuaumu Tia-Faoagali

Ryan Van Oosterwijck Taman Ulrich

Sean Van Oosterwijck Darcy Wisher

Coach: Paul Freckleton

Blue Team White Team Emergency Athletes
Mikayla Adam Chelsea Alderman Leah Mitchell

Takisha Fillipaina Hannah Bennett Kathleen Willshire

Brooke Freckleton Chloe Brown

Tia Lynch Kayla Grimmett

Alice Shaw Monica Harasimiuk

Maree Taig Caitlyn Hocking

Yasmin Tan Kintija Jakse

Carrie Van Rensburg Lauryn Keeley

Jemima Walsh Liv Phillips

Caitlin Waterfall Ruby Valentine-Bell

Coach: Jenny Becker Coach: Jonny Kaye

A/Coach: Liana Konjarski A/Coach: Emmeline Ashley

U19 Men

U19 Women
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2016 Victorian Junior Beach State Selected Teams
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Under 15 Girls Teams

Georgia Brumby

Hannah Hermans

Brigitte Shill

Lucy French

Evangeline La Terra

Chloe Paton

Mikayla Plapp

Under 15 Boys Teams

Darcy Beer

Torren Maher

Alex Rahmani

Joey Rodda

Ziyad El Tahir

Ewan Fowler

Dallas Kuipers

William Mueller

Under 17 Girls Teams

Lara Adam

Lauren Taylor

Nicola Gregory

Keely Knight

Lucia La Terra

Laura Pangrazio

Under 19 Women Teams

Mikayla Adam

Jessica Jack

Under 19 Mens Teams

Patrick Bailouni

Jameson Crawford

Under 23 Womens Teams

Emmeline Ashley

Laura Embry

Chelsea Alderman

Ruby Valentine-Bell

Jack Gregory

Akex Ryan

Monica Harasimiuk

Meg McIntosh

Aleksandar Ilic

Callum Trainor

Rebecca Ingram

Carrie Van Rensburg

Daniel Mauro

Nicholas Taylor

Under 17 Boys Teams

Marcus Arena

James Shill

Alex Bye

Kyle Van Rensburg

Harrison Lloyd

Mitchell McCombe

Zebedee Skellern

Sebastian Sierra-urban
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FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS cont. Volleyball Victoria 
 Committee's Report 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 

 

Your committee members submit the financial accounts of the Volleyball Victoria for the financial year ended 
31 December 2016. 

Committee Members 
The names of committee members at the date of this report are: 

Stephen Conroy 

Brendan Fleiter 

Ian Jenkins 

Paul Freckelton 

Lyndall Hunter 

Elizabeth Tupper 

Alan Hinchley 

Grant Hyde 

Luke Campbell 

Principal Activities 

The principal activities of the association during the financial year were: The promotion, control and 
management of volleyball in Victoria.. 

Significant Changes 

No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year. 

Operating Result 

The profit from ordinary activities after providing for income tax amounted to   

Year ended 31 December 2016 $95,326      Year ended 31 December 2015 $(10,351) 

   

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Members of the Committee on: 

_________________________________________________ 

Stephen Conroy 

_________________________________________________ 

Brendan Fleiter 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Income and Expenditure Statement 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 2016 2015 
 $ $ 
 

 

Income 
Affiliations & Associations Fees 214,898 188,229 

Commissions Coaching & VCCC Fees 24,340 22,677 

Junior Development Fees 143,541 103,260 

State Teams Fees 531,260 232,808 

Social VVI Competition Fees 91,039 63,898 

State League  Fees 162,914 145,547 

GMVA Program Fees 12,000 12,000 

SVC Beach Courts Fees 22,198 25,425 

Government Grants 78,700 49,600 

Interest received 5,757 5,256 

Other income 22,814 59,337 

Total income 1,309,461 908,038 

Expenses 
Advertising and promotion 19,505 14,040 

Beach Volley Ball Expenses 1,080 839 

Depreciation - other 2,500 

Junior Development 467,512 211,434 

Employment costs 371,304 355,852 

Affiliations & Associations Expenses 95,565 77,426 

Office expenses 46,310 43,967 

Other Expenses -office 18,368 36,300 

Social Competition costs 87,314 97,437 

State Volley Ball Centre Expenses 16,836 18,422 

School Events and Development 56,972 42,570 

Sundry expenses -activities 30,869 20,101 

Total expenses 1,214,135 918,389 

Profit from ordinary activities before income tax 

 95,326 (10,351) 

Income tax revenue relating to ordinary activities 

Net profit attributable to the association 95,326 (10,351) 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Income and Expenditure Statement 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 2016 2015 
 $ $ 
 

 

Total changes in equity of the association 95,326 (10,351) 

Opening retained profits 356,869 367,221 

Net profit attributable to the association 95,326 (10,351) 

Closing retained profits 452,195 356,869 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Detailed Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2016 
 Note 2016 2015 
 $ $ 
 

 

Current Assets 
Cash Assets 

Bendigo Bank Account 439,184 350,367 

Cash on hand 150 50 

 439,334 350,417 

Receivables 

Trade debtors 38,516 44,665 

 38,516 44,665 

Current Tax Assets 

GST payable control account (4,082) (4,930) 

Input tax credit control account 8,768 6,112 

 4,686 1,182 

Total Current Assets 482,536 396,264 

Non-Current Assets 
Property, Plant and Equipment 

Plant & equipment - at cost 79,032 79,032 

Less: Accumulated depreciation (78,402) (75,902) 

 630 3,130 

Total Non-Current Assets 630 3,130 

Total Assets 483,166 399,394 

Current Liabilities 
Payables 

Unsecured: 

Trade creditors 3,185 5,010 

 3,185 5,010 

Current Tax Liabilities 

Amounts withheld from salary and wages 6,962 12,962 

 6,962 12,962 

Provisions 

Provision for Annual Leave 11,971 15,138 

Provision for Long Service Leave 8,852 9,414 

 20,823 24,552 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Detailed Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2016 
 Note 2016 2015 
 $ $ 
 

 

Total Current Liabilities 30,971 42,525 

Total Liabilities 30,971 42,525 

Net Assets 452,195 356,869 

Members' Funds 
Accumulated surplus (deficit) 452,195 356,869 

Total Members' Funds 452,195 356,869 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Notes to the Financial Statements 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 

 

Note 1:  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 
This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the financial reporting 
requirements of the Associations Incorporations Act of Victoria. The committee has determined that the 
association is not a reporting entity. 

The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historical costs and does not take 
into account changing money values or, except where specifically stated, current valuations of non-current 
assets. 

The following significant accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous period unless otherwise 
stated, have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report. 

(a)    Property, Plant and Equipment (PPE) 

Leasehold improvements and office equipment are carried at cost less, where applicable, any accumulated 
depreciation. 

The depreciable amount of all PPE is depreciated over the useful lives of the assets to the association 
commencing from the time the asset is held ready for use. 

Leasehold improvements are amortised over the shorter of either the unexpired period of the lease or the 
estimated useful lives of the improvements. 

(b)    Impairment of Assets 

At the end of each reporting period, the entity reviews the carrying values of its tangible and intangible assets to 
determine whether there is any indication that those assets have been impaired. If such an indication exists, the 
recoverable amount of the asset, being the higher of the asset’s fair value less costs to sell and value in use, is 
compared to the asset’s carrying value. Any excess of the asset’s carrying value over its recoverable amount is 
expensed to the income statement. 

(c)    Employee Benefits 

Provision is made for the association’s liability for employee benefits arising from services rendered by 
employees to the end of the reporting period.  Employee benefits have been measured at the amounts expected 
to be paid when the liability is settled. 

(d)    Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, deposits held at call with banks, and other short-term highly 
liquid investments with original maturities of three months or less. 

(e)    Revenue and Other Income 

Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable after taking into account any 
trade discounts and volume rebates allowed. For this purpose, deferred consideration is not discounted to 
present values when recognising revenue. 

Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest rate method, which for floating rate financial assets is 
the rate inherent in the instrument. Dividend revenue is recognised when the right to receive a dividend has 
been established. 

Grant and donation income is recognised when the entity obtains control over the funds, which is generally at 
the time of receipt. 

All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods and services tax (GST). 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Notes to the Financial Statements 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 

 

(f)    Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the amount of GST 
incurred is not recoverable from the Tax Office. In these circumstances, the GST is recognised as part of the 
cost of acquisition of the asset or as part of an item of the expense. Receivables and payables in the assets and 
liabilities statement are shown inclusive of GST. 

(g)    Trade and Other Payables 

Trade and other payables represent the liability outstanding at the end of the reporting period for goods and 
services received by the association during the reporting period, which remain unpaid. The balance is 
recognised as a current liability with the amounts normally paid within 30 days of recognition of the liability. 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Notes to the Financial Statements 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 2016 2015 
 

 

Note 2:  Revenue 
Operating Activities: 

Other sales revenue 1,202,190 793,844 

Interest revenue 5,757 5,256 

Other operating revenue: 

Government Grants 78,700 49,600 

Other income 22,814 59,337 

 1,309,461 908,038 

Note 3:  Profit from Ordinary Activities 
Profit (loss) from ordinary activities before income tax has been determined after: 

Charging as Expense: 

Depreciation of non-current assets: 

- Other 2,500 

Total depreciation expenses 2,500 

Note 4:  Cash assets 
Bank accounts: 

Bendigo Bank Account 439,184 350,367 

Other cash items: 

Cash on hand 150 50 

 439,334 350,417 

Note 5:  Receivables 
Current 

Trade debtors 38,516 44,665 

 38,516 44,665 

Note 6:  Property, Plant and Equipment 
Plant and equipment: 

- At cost 79,032 79,032 

- Less: Accumulated depreciation (78,402) (75,902) 

 630 3,130 

 630 3,130 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Notes to the Financial Statements 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 2016 2015 
 

 

Note 7:  Payables 
Unsecured: 

- Trade creditors 3,185 5,010 

 3,185 5,010 

 3,185 5,010 

Note 8:  Provisions 
Current 

Employee entitlements* 20,823 24,552 

 20,823 24,552 

* Aggregate employee entitlements liability 20,823 24,552 

There were 7 employees at the end of the year 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Statement by Members of the Committee 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 

 

The Committee has determined that the association is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose 
financial report should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies outlined in Note 1 to the 
financial statements. 

In the opinion of the Committee the Income and Expenditure Statement, Statement of Financial Position, and 
Notes to the Financial Statements: 

1. Presents fairly the financial position of Volleyball Victoria as at 31 December 2016 and its performance for 
the year ended on that date. 

2. At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the association will be able to pay 
its debts as and when they fall due. 

This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Committee and is signed for and on behalf of the 
Committee by: 

_________________________________________________ 

Stephen Conroy 

President 

_________________________________________________ 

Brendan Fleiter 

Treasurer 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Independent Auditor's Report to the Members 
 

 

We have audited the accompanying financial report, being a special purpose financial report, of Volleyball 
Victoria (the association), which comprises the Statement by Members of the Committee, Income and 
Expenditure Statement, Balance Sheet, notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies, other 
explanatory notes and the Certificate by Members of the Committee for the financial year ended 31 December 
2016. 

Committee's Responsibility for the Financial Report 
The committee of Volleyball Victoria is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
report, and have determined that the basis of preparation described in Note 1 is appropriate to meet the 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act of Victoria 2012 and is appropriate to meet the needs of the 
members.  The committee’s responsibilities also includes such internal control as the committee determine is 
necessary to enable the preparation and fair presentation of a financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor's Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on our audit. We have conducted our 
audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.  Those Standards require that we comply with relevant 
ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance whether the financial report is free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial report. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment of the 
risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk 
assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the association's preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial report in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for 
the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the association's internal control.  An audit also 
includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates made by the committee, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial report. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
audit opinion. 

Opinion 
In our opinion, the financial report gives a true and fair view of the financial position of Volleyball Victoria as 
at 31 December 2016 and its financial performance for the year then ended in accordance with the accounting 
policies described in Note 1 to the financial statements, and the requirements of the Associations Incorporation 
Act of Victoria 2012. 

Basis of Accounting and Restriction on Distribution 
Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to Note 1 to the financial statements, which describes the 
basis of accounting. The financial report has been prepared to assist Volleyball Victoria to meet the 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act of Victoria 2012. As a result, the financial report may not 
be suitable for another purpose. 

Signed on : 

___________________________________________________ 

Mr Christopher Falkingham, Partner 

Balance Corporation Pty Ltd 

Suite 104, 424 Warrigal Road Heatherton VIC 3202 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 Certificate by Member of the Committee 
 For the year ended 31 December 2016 
 

 The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. 
 

I, Stephen Conroy of                                      ,  

and I, Brendan Fleiter of                                         

certify that: 

a. We attended the annual general meeting of the association held on . 

b. The financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2016 were submitted to the members of the 
association at its annual general meeting. 

Dated 

_________________________________________________ 

Stephen Conroy 

Committee Member 

_________________________________________________ 

Brendan Fleiter 

Committee Member 
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DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD

Peter Jones

Peter Bundy

Simone Brown

Rob Strachan

Ross Sullivan 

Danny Anderson

Mandy Fletcher

David Smythe

Brian Neal

Jenny Becker

William McHoul

2008

2008

2008

2011

2011

2012

2012

2013

2014/2015

2014

2014

YEAR
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LIFE
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* Deceased

Mr. Wolfgang Gollong* 1973

Mr. Arijs (Harry) Lozenicins* 1975

Mr. Argods Fricsons* 1977

Mr. Karl Karner* 1977

Mr. Murray Mansfield 1982

Mr. Joe Hiller* 1983

Mr. Eric Hayman* 1992

Mr. Gabe Mauerhofer 1997

Mr. John Barker 1998

Mr. Bill Glasson* 1998

Mr. Russell Newman 1998

Mr. Tomas Santamaria 1998

Mr. Andrew Moorhouse 1998

Mr. Antti Veijalainen 1999

Mr. Howard Williams 2004

Mr. Tom Stevens 2004

Mr. Peter Hassell 2004

Mr. George Mraz 2005

Mr. John Rosso* 2009

Mr. David Berry 2009

Mrs. Sue Hiller* 2011

Mr. Malcolm Qualtrough 2012

Mr. Tom Saario 2012

Ms Elizabeth Pollock 2014
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